Messiah University

Mosaic
Evangelical Visitor (1887-1999)

Brethren in Christ Church Archives

12-17-1934

Evangelical Visitor - December 17, 1934 Vol. XLVII. No. 26.
V.L. Stump

Follow this and additional works at: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor
Part of the History of Religion Commons, and the Religion Commons

Permanent URL: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/1133
Recommended Citation
Stump, V.L., "Evangelical Visitor - December 17, 1934 Vol. XLVII. No. 26." (1934). Evangelical Visitor
(1887-1999). 1133.
https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/1133

Sharpening Intellect | Deepening Christian Faith | Inspiring Action
Messiah University is a Christian university of the liberal and applied arts and sciences. Our mission is to educate
men and women toward maturity of intellect, character and Christian faith in preparation for lives of service,
leadership and reconciliation in church and society.
www.Messiah.edu

One University Ave. | Mechanicsburg PA 17055

.v/as?

mm
Nappanee, Indiana, December 17, 1934

Vo/ame X L W 7

Number 26

Entered as second-class matter, at the post office at Nappanee, Indiana, under Act of March 3, 1879.
Accepted for mailing at special rate of postage provided in Section 1103, Act of October 3, 1917.

^ • • • • • • • • • ^ • • • • • • • • ^ ^ ^ • • ^ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • » J > < « < « ^ i J ' » J > ^ < « 4 > >fr'frif ifr• 't'• •>>t>fr>t<fc»t<fir<X«>
t <%• $• 't<>t< >
t' X< t' <t' 'f'Afi

*

God Speaketh
Isaiah F. Bashore
Peace on Earth, Good Will
to Men

If I Had Not Come
S. G. Engle

*

*
*

Without Defiency in
Him
A. C. Raws

Notes on the Virgin
Birth
Edward Arpee

<
*
<

p HRISTMAS gifts for thee,
Fair and free!
Precious things from the Heavenly store,
Filling thy casket more and more;
Golden love in Divinest chain,
That never can be untwined again;
Silvery carols of joy that swell
Sweetest of all in the heart's lone cell;
Pearls of peace that were sought for thee
In the terrible depths of a fiery sea;
Diamond promises sparkling bright,
Flashing in farthest reaching light.
Christmas gifts for thee,
Grand and free!
Christmas gifts from the King of Love,
Brought from His royal home above;
Brought to thee in the far-off land,
Brought to thee by His own dear hand.
Promises held by Christ for thee,
Peace as a river flowing free,
Joy that in His own joy must live,
And love that Infinite Love can give
Surely thy heart of hearts uplifts
Carols of praise for such Christmas gifts.
—Frances Ridley Havergal.
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Notes on the Virgin Birth
By Rev. Edward Arpee
Our Bible Schools
a n d
Theological
Seminaries
give
courses in w h i c h
the arguments for
the existence of God,
as formulated by
the medieval a n d
modern theologians,
are studied. There
is an appropriate
place in Christian
Apologetics for arguments.
T h e y
strengthen the man
w h o already believes. They g i v e
h i m a reason for
the faith that is in
him. Above all, they help the one who presents these arguments. So they are thoroughly worth while. The three arguments
given below concerning the Virgin Birth of
our Lord are written with the hope that they
may lead readers to a firmer faith in the
Gospel.
The three arguments are (a) The Church
universal has always accepted the Virgin
Birth; (b) The Bible teaches it as plainly as
any other essential doctrine; (c) It is a
theological necessity—if it were not found
in the Book, we would be compelled to construct a Virgin Birth doctrine on the basis
of our other knowledge of Christ.
It has been fashionable to cast a stigma
on the Christian doctrines by dating them
as recently as possible. It is a futile attempt in the case of the Virgin Birth, because there are too many sources from too
many well-known Christains of the various
centuries to assign any such late date for
the doctrine.
The natural links between the Apostles
and later Christianity are the Christian
writers of the second century. In that period Irenaeus, Tertullian, and Clement of Alexandria wrote of their express belief in the
Virgin Birth. The Apostles' Creed (120 A.
D.), which is the first document of its kind,
includes the Virgin Birth in the words, "conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary." In the same period, Clement
writes that belief in the Virgin Birth is a
universal belief. When Ignatius wrote, he
took for granted that everybody believed in
the Virgin Birth. "The Shephard of Hernias," an anonymous work of the same period, takes it for granted from the beginning
to the end of the book. Justin Martyr, in
his dialogue with Trypho, the Jew says expressly that you cannot deny the Virgin
Birth and accept other Christian doctrines.
In speaking of the Jewish Christians who do
not accept the Virgin Birth, he makes them
out to be exceptional and queer, Irenaeus,
in making a catalogue of heresies, numbers
those which deny the Virgin Birth among
them. All these testify to the universal belief in the Virgin Birth in the second century.
Prom the period of Augustine and Jerome
(fourth century) down to the present day,
all historians agree that the Virgin Birth
has been the accepted doctrine of all churches, and that those who deny it are considered heretics. Is it possible that all the
various church organizations, whether Greek
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(The writer of this article specialized
in Hebrew and Greek in order to investigate the original documents in history. He spent many months studying
both sides of the question, going to
their sources, Matthew and Luke, noting all the various readings in the
leading texts and versions. He listened
bo the arguments, pro and con. by the
leading scholars of the world. "The
great doctrines of the Bible, so han^
together t h a t one cannot pick and
choose as he pleases '.vithout destroying
the whole scheme. To doubt one is like
cutting the limb on which you are
standing," he says.)
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or Roman, German or English, have in all
these centuries been accepting an error? At
least, this puts the burden of proof on the
shoulders of the man who calls himself a
Christian and at the same time denies the
Virgin Birth.
The Bible teaches the Virgin Birth as
clearly as it teaches any Scriptural doctrine.
The only mention of the manner of Messiah's birth in the Old Testament is to be
found in Isaiah 7:14. The Jews have never
regarded this as a Messianic passage. The
whole argument in this passage turns upon the meaning of the word "Almah." If it
means virgin, then it is a clear witness. If
it means a maiden or a young woman of
marriageable age, then it is said the Virgin
Birth is not proved in the Old Testament.
Two considerations should convince us in
favor of "virgin":
(1) Chastity was held in such high esteem among the Jews (Gen. 24:15; II Sam.
13:12) that a maiden, or a woman of marriageable age, meant a - virgin. (2) There
are seven cases in the Old Testament in
which "Almah" occurs, and virginity is
either plainly indicated or at least not excluded. It ought to be said, however, that
the clearest evidence is not to be sought
in the Old, but rather in the New Testament.
Matthew and Luke are our primary sources. The first was written from the standpoint of Joseph, the second from that of
Mary. They are different, and yet they
agree on all important facts. Some have
found the Virgin Birth in John 1:13. If the
original word for "born" was singular, as
a number of the less significant documents
have it, then "born" refers to Christ, and
the Virgin Birth is clearly implied. If
plural, then there is no word in John to indicate the Virgin Birth. Some point to
Galatians 4:4, but that is entirely irrelevant,
for Paul is there trying to show how Christ
was like us and not how He differed from
us.
We are shut up, then, to Matthew and
Luke for all our information. There the
trumpet gives no uncertain sound. In a fewwords, let us try to explain why we should
not expect to find the doctrine anywhere
else in the New Testament. Mark begins
the account of Jesus with His active ministry. Also John, with the exception of the
brief Prologue, cites all his scenes from the
ministry of our Lord, and there is no occasion for referring to the Virgin Birth.
Paul has no word for the Virgin Birth, and
the argument from silence either proves
that it was not known, or else that it was
so universally accepted that Paul had no
need to speak of it. Paul's Letters are

never written to give a complete view of Jesus, but rather to correct errors that had
developed concerning Him. Thus, had it
not been for the disorders in the Corinthian
Church, the world would not have had those
instructions concerning the Lord's Supper.
Had the dissensions never occurred concerning the Judaizers, we would never have had
the Letters to the Galations and Romans.
From the beginning the Church stated the
truth in the face of errors which had developed. It ought to be said that, although
there are no other sources for the Virgin
Birth than Matthew and Luke in the New
Testament, there is nothing in any of the
other writing's which contradicts or impairs
these accounts in the least. The doctrine
is in perfect agreement with any and all of
the New Testament writings.
The recent methods of criticism of the
Virgin Birth are fairly set forth by Vincent
Taylor in his book. An effort is made to
discredit Luke and Acts; then, of course, the
Virgin 'Birth record in Luke. A number of
scholars have set forth various theories as
to the origin of the Scriptural account of the
Virgin Birth. Some have said the Virgin
Birth passages were interpolated by a
scribe, or scribes, many years after the completion of the Gospels. Taylor advances the
theory that Luke himself wrote the Gospel
first; then he heard of the Virgin Birth,
and so he himself inserted this account into
the completed Gospel. This theory is supposed to account for the lack of the mention
of the Virgin Birth in the rest of Luke.
But such a hypothesis for either Matthew
or Luke is out of place on two scores: (1)
There is no textual evidence whatever %o
support the theory;'(2) Matthew and Luke
are complete units as they are, and if you
wrench the Virgin Birth passages from these
books the whole is damaged.
An attempt has also been made to obliterate the Virgin Birth by taking out arbitrarily verses 34 and 35 in Luke 1, or even
by striking out one sentence; but this will
not do: the doctrine is woven in the warp
and woof of the whole story. To detract
any passage from it arbitrarily mars the
unity and parellelism of the John and Jesus
stories of the first chapter.
••
In these studies of Matthew and Luke,
Taylor is completely baffled in what he finds
good arguments distributed on both sides
of the question considered from the point of
view of the documents—Matthew and Luke.
He leans to the Virgin Birth, not on the
grounds of these Scripture passages, but
rather on doctrinal grounds.
Recent scholars, no matter what view they
take of the Virgin Birth, admit that the doctrine is clearly set forth in the Bible. Harnack, for instance, does not accept it because it is miraculous; nevertheless, he admits it is taught definitely in the Book. In
the final analysis, whether you accept or
reject the Virgin Birth is dependent on
whether you accept the Bible as the inspired Word of God, or regard it just a
book like any other book; whether you think
Christ is the Son of the living God, or just
a good man and a fine example. If Jesus
was what He claimed to be, then we would
expect a unique birth for such a unique
person.—The Bible Champion.
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God's Promise
S we again approach this festive season
of the year and we behold signs which
appear in every village, hamlet, and city,
indicative of Christmas, the event which
celebrates the night in which was declared
the good tidings of the first advent of
our Lord Jesus Christ, it quickens and
makes to beat with great joy our hearts as
we set ourselves to remember how true the
declaration that there should be great joy
as proved already. And when we think
and consider how infallibly true it will
prove to the end! The fountain head of
the river of all our bliss and joy is the
manger at Bethlehem.
Every separate
stream of our rejoicing must be traced
thither and when we ask ourselves the
question, "Why?", the only answer that
can be given is that the source and beginning of it all is in the Infinite Savior wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a
manger. And why?
First, because He is the pledge of God's
forgiveness and of God's love toward man.
As we go back to the opening pages of the
history of the world in which we live we
find the sentence of death having been passed on all of our race. It put not only the
human race but the world itself under a
curse. And as this dark curtain is wrung
down upon the world because of sin, there
is left just one ray of hope for the struggling mass of men. That hope is found in
God's promise which He made to a woman, a promise containing only a few words,
telling her that her seed should bruise the
serpent's head. The woman to whom this
promise was made, the mother of all living,
looked forward to the immediate realization
of this promise in her seed. But God, in
His infinite wisdom, could only await the
fulness of time when the outworking of His
great and wondrous plan could be accomplished in the widest and fullest sense
in the redemption of the human race.
The promise that He gave to the woman
was like the planting of the seed of life in
an acorn. This acorn was buried in the
heart of the human race and it is only
here and there through the revelation of
God's Holy W o r d that the darkness of that
night of human sin and misery is pierced
with a comforting ray of hope; and the
promise given by the eternal God is revived, is renewed, is expressed in the testimony of those whose names have been inscribed on the roll of the heroes of faith.
The human family has to wait until the
time of
God's
Opportunity
Perhaps never were the fortunes of the
House of Israel on so low an ebb as at the
time when John the Baptist was miraculously born. The very language in which
the sacred books were written had long
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sadors had gone into the chief places of all
the earth. The products of the earth were
bartered, bought and sold in distant lands,
and taxation was invoked to fill the coffers at Rome; these opened the channels of
travel and the march of the world until
ceased to be a spoken language. The very from every consideration it could be truly
nationality of the Jews had been broken up said, "The fulness of time had come."
and mixed races inhabited Galilee. Aliens
The world was ready for
dwelt in the city of Samaria and Juda itself
God's
Announcement
had become a conquered province. An IduFor there never was a time when, humean was king, and even he was but the
viceroy of a higher Gentile power. A Ro- manly speaking, the promises of God might
man governor dwelt in Caesarea and had seem so much to have failed. The House
his law court in the castle. The descend- of David seemingly departed from the sight
ants of Abraham were heard to declare, of men, unknown and forgotten. Israel it" W e have no king but Caesar." The Jews self was under bondage to the heathen.
themselves, who were the chosen race and The Prince of this world seemed to have
to whom had been committed the oracles established himself in the sanctuary of God.
of God and who should have been the very It was then that the angel, Gabriel, came to
Mary and announced to her that she was
4
found
$* *•** *$* *$* *$* *J *** *** *•** *J* *•*+ *+* **•* *** *+* *•*+ **+ *$* •** *** *+* *** *** »meet
$* *+* *•*•*to*•*+be
**•* **the
* *J* • recipient of divine
grace, that the King of Israel was not to be
nurtured in a king's palace but in obscure
Christmas
poverty.
There is little in the divine record to
By P. Elizabeth Miller
indicate the actual state of the virgin's
mind, but she was troubled, for the hum( O HRISTMAS
comes but once a year,
ble
are always troubled when they hear
^— Bringing to us life and cheer;
their own praise. She was troubled with
For 'twas then 'our Saviour came,
that peculiar thoughtfulness, which caused
Praise, oh, praise, His precious Name!
her mind to wonder what this blessed salutation should import. How beautiful is
He came down from realms above,
the thought that we see in Mary perfect
To reveal to us His love;
faith, humility, and submission. The angel,
In a manger He was born,
Gabriel, answered her query with these
Meek and lowly, and forlorn.
•
immortal words, "The Holy Ghost shall
come upon thee, the power of the highest
To the shepherds angels told,
shall
overshadow thee. Therefore also
The blest story, new, though old—
that
holy
thing which shall be born of
Unto you the Lord is born.
thee shall be called the Son of God." And
That blest, happy, joyous morn.
her answer of profound and humble obedience to the greatest call ever addressed
Glory in the highest be,
from heaven to a mortal creature is found
Let all earth be glad and free;
in
the words, "Behold the handmaiden of
Peace on earth, good will to men,
the
Lord. Be it unto me according to thy
Christ has come with men to reign.
word."
One of the most outstanding facts in
the W o r d of God is this, that there has
ministers of a religion which should have never failed one word of all His good
lifted the world higher and fitted it for the promises. And almost before this humble
coming of the Messiah, had shrunken so handmaiden of the Lord is aware the
low that their religion consisted only of months have slipped by, the word of the
tradition. They had shamefully evaded the angel is realized in
law of God and even the law of nature.
God's
Manifestation
You cannot read the story of this race
Of the Infinite Savior to the
World.
without the feeling that it must have been "And it came to pass in those days that
degraded and corrupt, and things had there went out a decree from Caesar Augshrunk to a miserably low ebb everywhere. ustus that all the world should be taxed."
The Jews were scattered in every part of These words express to us in their original
the world. Synagogues had been built as meaning the fact that by a vast network
far as Alexandria and other places, syna- of the imperial government at Rome which
gogues for the promulgation of a religion reached to every corner of the Empire,
founded on the greatest law ever given to this humble family of Nazareth was drawn
the human race but degenerated into the from their home in the Galilean hills to the
mere keeping of tradition.
birthplace or City of David at Bethlehem.
The world was then under Roman con- In this poor village with its limited means
(Continued on page 408)
trol and out of the castle at Rome ambas-

404

E V A N G E L I C A L

(4)

VISITOR

GOD SPEAKETH
By Isaiah F. Basehore
(A Christmas

Message)

God hath spoken once; . . . power
longerh to God. (Psa. 62:11).

be-

" D O R four hundred years prophecy was
•"- silent. For four hundred years it seemed that God could not speak to His people
because they had neither ears to hear His
voice, nor desire to do His bidding. For
four hundred years the rabbis and the
scribes had made void the law of God by
substituting their own traditions.
Then Jesus came.
His advent was heralded by a great revival of prophecy. There was a glorious
restoration of communications from God
to man. Zacharias, Joseph, Mary, Elizabeth, Simeon, Anna, the shepherds, the
Magi, and in particular John the Baptist.
God speaking to man—it was the dawn
of a new spiritual era. The human race,
well nigh demoralized, was braced with a
new hope, as well it might be. The allmerciful God was giving a new chance to
sinning, suffering, hell-bound mankind, deserving of no mercy but only direct punishment. That is all that sinning humanity
deserves from a righteous God, but for
grace it is spared. Thus was ushered in
the first Christmas and the greatest event
of all time—the nativity of the Christ,
bringing to this earth the greatest Person
that ever lived j providing the greatest gift
that can ever come to man
(Salvation.)
Thus for over two thousand years the
genuine spirit of Christmas has ever remained the same, pregnant with hope, happiness and salvation, a wondrous definite
reality. It is ever thus when God speaks:
Tor eternally He has acted before He has
declared. It was so at the commencement of time whose pillars are founded on
God's deeds. It was so before the advent
of Jesus: Divine promise rested on Divine
energy. It is thus today: the Divine W o r d ,
(Jno. 1:1) heralded forth from the pulpit,
sent out over the ether waves by consecrated ambassadors, or whispered by the
Holy Spirit's influence to the waiting soul
in the quiet sanctuary, is the assurance of
the eternal schemes and plannings of the
God-head in the interests of man. (Num.
23:19). Reader, what is your answer to
this question, have you accepted Him of
whom it is spoken in Gen. 3:15 as the
great sacrifice for sin? M a y you indeed
accept Him as your own personal Saviour
during this Christmas season. M a y you
hear God speak very definitely to you
saying. 'Give me thine heart.' Will you
do it?
Not only does God speak as a Father
to His children, but there is always a

definite guiding purpose in the Divine
words. Immediately before the first Christmas God spoke through His angels, Gabriel
and Michael, but when Christ was born,
then grew in wisdom and stature, the will
of the Father was spoken through the Only
Begotten Son. After the crucifixion and
the conclusion of Christ's ministry on
earth, that is, after the Ascension, the
Holy Ghost was given and God still spoke
to man. God spoke. That is an interesting historical fact. Yes, my reader, God
speaks and God speaks today. This is a
vital, ultra-important, often overlooked
factor in the present-day scheme of things.
The universal Christian witness that God
now speaks directly to mankind is perhaps
one of the great proofs that the birth of
Jesus Christ of a virgin was in the Divine
plan. It is to the spiritual-minded a dominant, flaming, inescapable sign of a new
dispensation which was unlocked to eternity by the miraculous conception. Let
this be a tonic to your faith, ye who are
tempted to dismiss the story of Christ's advent as a mere theory of Matthew and
Luke. Grip on to this statement and learn
it by heart. The church did not believe in
the virgin birth merely because it was put
in the gospels of Matthew and Luke, but
it was put into the gospels because the
church believed it.
St. Matthew and St. Luke
church behind them because of
and new experience which had
the hearts of its members. For
walk and talk with God, and
speak with them.

had the
the great
come to
they did
God did

How does God speak to man today. Do
you ask the question? W e shall refer to
several ways in which He speaks,
(a.)
He speaks through nature. W e know that
God is not nature, neither is nature God,
but nature is a very definite expression of
the God-head. But when the sea has
thrilled, the sunset stirred, the panorama
amazed, the mountains filled with awe, the
river surprised, these have been voices
with a message, but merely nature's voices.
Yet when the Holy Spirit has breathed
God into them has not the heart of man
leaped to hear the command of Divinity
or felt the inspiration of a Christ-nearness, or been awakened to a new vision
of God's plan and the world's needs, or
realized its own insufficiency and cried for
aid in the argument of prayer? Then it is
that God has spoken, (b) God speaks
through sorrow. WTien the eyes are flooded with tears and grief well nigh crushes,
then there is that inward urge that turns
the thoughts God-ward in petition. M y
sorrowing friend, this is the voice of God.
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God speaks, His voice may invite that
human heart to happier thoughts, to a mental poise more comforting; or be tinged
with the imperative in a call to duty; or
be clothed in revelation—essential, amazing, divine. But always God's voice is unmistakable, powerful, inescapable. To obey
it is happiness, to disobey it is anguish,
yea, disaster, yours it is to choose whether
to obey or disobey, (c)
God
speaks
through difficulty.
So often when a man
is at the end of himself, hopeless, dispirited,
baffled, is there not an inward prompting,
blazing hope and radiating cheer? This
is God's voice plainly declaring that man's
extremity is God's opportunity. Thus
God speaks today. Will you let go, and
let God? (d)
God speaks through circumstances.
Man finds himself in the center of a group of happenings, where a
conviction is born in his heart. He suddenly realizes that if he is true to himself
he must do a deed, perform a duty, make
a sacrifice, love, dare, consecrate. It is
God speaking, and there is little wonder
that the voice is definite, clear, and powerful, for every Divine command has its important place in the Divine plan for time
and eternity.
Thus we could enumerate. God speaketh
through His W o r d , through the Spirit.
The pity of it all is that when God speaks
to man he so often takes no time to listen
or refuses to obey. Thus in many lives
the Divine plan for man's happiness, usefulness, and salvation is frustrated, yea,
ofttimes shattered. I ask, who is to blame
if that, my readers, should be your lot?
Surely not God, but you! M a y you act
wisely regarding this important matter for
eternal destiny depends on your actions.
God has spoken and man has neither listened nor obeyed. He is reaping the results of this disobedience. N o wonder the
world speeds from crises to tragedy, from
tragedy to chaos, and from chaos-—
Where?
N o wonder the depression eats at the
world's vitals,—Man has planned, man is
rewarded. Poverty is rampant, distress
grows, sorrow is flooding the family life,
hope burns with a flickering light, yet how
loudly God hath spoken, yea, still speaks,
and when these things make folk to hear
God speak, then thank God even for
hard times.
God speaketh. This is my yuletide
message. Listen to His voice and obey,
that is the secret for successful living for
individual and nation. That is the key to
the spirit of Christmas—peace on earth,
good will to men, joy, happiness and salvation.
"Voices sing this song with fervor.
Voices die; the song goes on,
God will have His carol singers,
Till all earthly days are done;
Then beyond the heavenly portals,
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W i t h the freedom of the skies,
W e shall all unite together,
In the song that never dies."—Sel.
Yes, dear reader—God speaks. Hear
Him thus—
"He fights for me when I cannot fight,—
He comforts me in the gloom of night,
He lifts the burden for He is strong,
He stills the sigh and awakens the song,
He leaves us not when the storm is high,
Yes, we have safety, for He is nigh,
Can it be trouble which He doth share?
Oh! rest in peace, for the Lord doth
care."—Sel.
In conclusion, we ask, does He care?
Yes, there is an answer to this question
which is always reassuring. It is the Cross
of Calvary. Would God have given His
Son to die for men; would that Son have
willingly laid down His life upon the altar
of human need, would Deity have made
the most stupendous sacrifice He could
make, if He had not cared? W h e n in the
face of some sorrow or misfortune you
are tempted to believe that God is indifferent to your sorrows and to those of
millions of others like you. Go and stand
for a little beneath the Cross and you will
find that question has been answered for
you.
Yes: He knows. He sees, He cares.
Will you at this Christmas season when
God is speaking to you, yield your life to
Him, for He died for you. M a y you live
for Him.

God's Gifts
Christmas season brings thoughts
THEof gifts,
of giving and receiving, and of
renewed association with loved ones; while
all too often the One whose birthday we
celebrate, the One altogether lovely, the
One who is the source of all the season's
true joys, is completely forgotten. Yet the
thoughts of gifts and giving is so intertwined with the real principle of Christianity and the spirit of Christmas that the
two can never be separated, for in the
advent of Jesus Christ to this earth we see
the greatest gift that can ever be given.
John 3:16 tells us it was because God loved
us so much that He gave His Son that we,
His loved ones, might be prepared to live
forever with Him in Father's House.
W e may think we have nothing to give
and no friends for whom to receive, and
feel ourselves very poor indeed, but let us
turn to God's W o r d and think a little of
the gifts that we do enjoy and of others
that we may have for the accepting. Perhaps we may discover some, also, which
we can and should pass on to others for
their enjoyment.
It is the gift of God to be able to E A T
and DRINK and to E N J O Y T H E G O O D
O F O U R LABOR and its f r u i t s .
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W E A L T H also is His gift. Eccl. 3:13;
5:19.
N o t only riches and wealth are gifts of
God, but also the P O W E R , T H E ABILITY T O G E T W E A L T H . Deut. 8:18.
The living God giveth us richly ALL
T H I N G S to enjoy. I Tim. 6:17.
The Father gives G O O D T H I N G S to
them that ask Him. Matt. 7:11.
The grace of God gives S A L V A T I O N
by faith, not by works, to all men. Eph.
2:8; Titus 2:11.
Christ gives L I V I N G W A T E R , springing up into everlasting life. Jno. 4:14;
10:28.
The gift of God is E T E R N A L LIFE
through Jesus Christ. Rom. 6:23.
As many as received Him, to them gave

give unto you: not as the world giveth.
Jno. 14:27.
If any of you lack W I S D O M let him
ask of God who giveth to all men liberally.
James 1:5.
But He giveth more GRACE. James
4:6.
He gives F U L N E S S O F JOY. Jno.
15:11; 6:24.
In Christian service God giveth the
I N C R E A S E . I Cor. 3:7.
His divine power gives us ALL
THINGS T H A T PERTAIN T O LIFE
A N D G O D L I N E S S and these E X C E E D I N G G R E A T and P R E C I O U S P R O M ISES are given that by them we might be
partakers of His divine nature. II Pet.
1:3-4.

W e have just passed another Thanksgiving Day. Has it seemed during these
• months of hard times that we had nothMy Yuletide Prayer
% ing to be thankful for, that every thing we
,
• owned was gone or rapidly slipping away
By Will Shelper
* from our hands? And here right at our
hand all the time were these eternal riches,
f\J OT now, dear Lord, I come to
intangible perhaps; nevertheless, more real
* ^ take Thee as my King of
and more lasting than any earthly posseskings, my SAVIOUR
and my Guide,
sion that we may have called our own.
but away back there in days, in
Thank God. He to whom we owe the
weeks, in months and years gone by.
very
breath of life, and W h o has made so
And all this time to me You've been
rich
provision
for our every need, He
a Friend, a perfect Friend, so prewill never forsake His own.
cious and so kind. I love, dear Lord,
On the other hand, if we recognize the
to tell the story of all Thy tender
truth given in I Cor. 4:7, that we have
care and blessings so sublime.
My
nothing that we did not receive from God,
prayer to Thee, dear Lord, when
and therefore dare not glory in it as our .
weak or strong or high or low, is,
own, it puts a definite responsibility upon
"THY will be done, THY way not
us as recipients; for Matt. 10:8 says "Freemine."
Thy
precious Blood, rely
ye have received, freely give." Paul,
deeming power. Thou hadst begun
in II Cor. 8:5 commends the churches of
to live Thy life in me in days, in
Macedonia who in their giving "first gave
weeks, in months, in years so long
their own selves to the Lord"; and God's
gone by.—Tract.
approval and blessing will surely be upon
all who follow that example, and then
H£$Hfc4H$Hf^^^<fcl$H$H$H$H$H$H$H$H£^#$4Hfc)fc)$H$M£
freely give of time, talent and money,
making
every effort that the spiritual gifts
He P O W E R to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on His Name. may be placed within reach of every tribe
and nation.
Jno. 1:12.
The H O L Y G H O S T is received as a
gift of God and cannot be purchased with
money. Acts 8:11-20.
The Lord will give S T R E N G T H unto
His people; the Lord will bless His people
with P E A C E . Psa. 29:11.
He shall give thee the D E S I R E S of
thine heart. Psa. 37:4.
The Lord will give GRACE and
GLORY: no G O O D T H I N G will He
withhold from them that walk up rightly.
Psa. 84:11.
As one whom his mother comforteth, so
will I C O M F O R T you. Isa. 66:13.
W h e n He giveth Q U I E T N E S S who
then can make trouble. Job 34:29.
He giveth P O W E R to the faint. Isa.
40:29.
Peace I leave with you, my P E A C E I

M a y we count our blessings as never
before this Christmas season, and with
hearts truly grateful for every good and
perfect gift, abandon our lives in renewed
consecration to Him who so freely gave
Himself to us, and claim every provision
God has made in order to render a richer
service to Him until Jesus comes. —
—E. M . H.
NOTICE
This will be the last issue of the EVANGELICAL VISITOR for 1934 as this completes our volume of twenty-six numbers for
the year. The next number of the paper
will be dated January 7, 1935, and will be
placed in the mail about the 31st inst. All
matter intended for publication for the next
issue should be in our hands not later than
December 24th.
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If I Had Not Gome
]no. 15:22
I N my morning meditations upon the ap•*• proach of Christmas, and answering my
mail, which had become somewhat confused, by my absence from home, an old
friend rang the door bell. After pleasant
exchanges, which filled both our hearts, I
suggested that he be seated, while I read
to him the following, which caused us both
to weep, in appreciation that we were
living in a world, in which Christ had
come.
"The time of the birth of Christ was
drawing near, and many things reminded
me that Christmas was at our door. There
were sprigs of holly and mistletoe upon
my shelf. There were cards from friends
upon my desk; I heard the faint sound of
Christmas bells and other music playing,
not in the best harmony, that grand old
Christmas hymn:
"Oh come all ye faithful."
"Everything spoke of Christmas, filling
my thoughts of Bethlehem, of the Child,
the wonderful love and grace of God.
" M y N e w Testament was in my hand. I
had opened it at random, and the chapter
that met my gaze was the fifteenth of the
beloved Apostle. It was familiar. I could
repeat it. But there is always new truth
and light breaking forth. I discovered
something new that night, I never noticed
before. I read quietly until I came to this
little phrase, "If I had not come."
"I had never contemplated that before,
what a terrible, awful "if." "If I had not
come." I could read no further.
That
"if", gripped me, it held me, I could not
escape from it. Sitting before, a blazing
fire, I shivered and turned cold, as I
thought of that "if." "If Christ had not
come"—what? M y N e w Testament dropped from my lap, and I began to dream of
a Christless world—a world in which
Bethlehem had no place, a world which
never heard the angel's song, a world
which had never seen the star, a world
with no magic, a world into which the
Child Jesus had not come.
"And this is what I saw in my dream:
The first thing I noticed about a Christless
world, there was no Christmas. Christmas is always a glad season. Everyone
welcomes it. It brings the children together, under the dear old family roof. The
sons and daughters out in the cold world,
it restored them for a season to father,
mqther and home. It is welcome to the
little ones, it speaks so much of toys, and
good things. It is welcome to the hard
pressed man of business, for him it exchanges grinding toils for family and social
joys. It is welcome to the poor and friendless, it brings to their sad hearts, glad proof

By S. G. Engle
that they are not entirely forgotten or unloved. Christmas is the gladdest, merriest, and brightest season of the whole
year.
"But in a Christless world there is no
Christmas. The twenty-fifth of December
is no different from any other dreary day
in a Christless world.

Christmas
By A. M.

Ardagh

t^\ GOD in flesh indwelling!
^"^
Once more draws near the day
When Thou, by love's compelling.
Wast moved to put away
Thy Godhead's power and glory
And condescend to take
(Was e'er so sweet a story!)
Man's semblance for man's sake.
Lord, what has been Thy guerdon?
Men's hearts Thy throne to be?
Thy praises made the burden
Of grateful minstrelsy?
We bow in shame before Thee!
For Truth must answer, "No!"
Yet are there who adore Thee
A few! Lord, Thou dost know!
Beyond earth's power to measure,
To them Thy charms appear.
Above earth's costliest treasure
Thou art supremely dear.
All that the wide world offers
Is-dross compared with Thee!
The sum of earthly coffers
As foam upon the sea.
Today their hearts adore Theet
O Lord! Our God, Most High!
Yet bend in sadness o'er Thee,
O Babe who came to die!
Unfathomable
myst'ry!
Immeasurable grace!
Synopsis of the hist'ry
Of our immortal race.

"I walked into the street, and noticed that
business was carried on as usual. The
shops were open, the factory chimneys
were pouring out their black smoke. I
heard the whirr of machinery and the usual
noise of labor. I saw business men, hurrying, careworn, and troubled; I listened for
the usual Christmas greeting, but I heard
none. I listened for the chimes, but they
were silent. N o Christmas peal broke the
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air's silence. I marveled to see folks so
careworn, so busy, so joyless, on this day,
then I remembered I was in a world in
which "He had not come," and in a world
in which "He had not come," and in a
Christless world, there is no Christmas. I
walked into a home, and I saw no signs
of the usual rejoicing and gladness. I
peeped into the rooms where the little
folk slept. I saw no little stockings, hung
around, expecting them to be filled with
good things. I looked into the sitting
room, I saw no presents. I looked into
the breakfast room, all I saw was father
hastily breakfasting in order to be at work
on time. N o one was waiting for the mail
or postman, for he would have no presents, no remembrances. I wondered, no
presents, no cards, no family gathering, no
greeting, no holly, no cedars, no mistletoe!
Then in my sadness, I again remembered
that I was in a Christless world, and in a
Christless world there is no Christmas.
"I wandered into the homes of the poor
and unfortunate, into courts and alleys. I
expected to see smiling faces, for this is
the day when they are made glad by the
generosity of those who are more fortunate. But I was smitten with sore disappointment. I saw no presents, only joyless
parents and children, no baskets of provision, no orders delivered by the nearby
grocer. I saw no signs where the rich
were making happy the poor. The fare on
the table was scanty, the little stove was
poorly filled with coal.
"I said, 'Where are the little gracious
gifts that gladden the home of the poor, as
well as the rich?' Then I again remembered that I was in a world into which He
had not come and a Christless world has,
no Christmas.
"Sick at heart I dreamed I turned homeward. I came to a sudden stop, for on
one side of the street I noticed a gap in a
row of buildings. I was bewildered and
tried to think. Surely there a church used
to stand. But it was there no longer. I
went to the church in which I used to worship; that too had disappeared. On yonder
hilltop was a church; that was gone. All
church steeples were gone, all bells silent.
I held my breath, and could not understand,
when in my stupor, I remembered I was
in a world into which Christ had not
come.
"I saw the prison with its hideous walls,
but its dispensary was gone, hospitals had
vanished, the home for the aged had gone
from the hill, the orphanage had disappeared, there was no place for the sick,
for the aged, for parentless children, to be
helped and taken care of; I could find no
doors of hope for the fallen. I saw no
place where pity could be shown, all
seemed so cruel, so pitiless. M y mind
seemed blank until I remembered it was a
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Christless world into which He had not
come.
"I noticed the people on the street. I
saw signs of weariness and distress upon
their faces. I noticed they carried burdens
that seemed to crush them to earth, nor
could they shake them off. I heard some
cry out, 'O wretched man that I am! who
shall deliver me from this dead body?' I
wondered what this dreadful body was. I
saw it was the burden of sin. I marveled
that these men and women should continue
to bear such a crushing load. I asked myself, "Why did they not do as Bunyan, in
his immortal dream, makes Christian do?'
I wondered why they did not go to the
cross, and then the burden would loosen
from their shoulders and fall from their
back and tumble into the sepulchre that
they would see their sins no more; and I
was at the point of crying out to them
about the cross, and the blood shed for
•the remission of sins, when I remembered
that in this world there was no cross and
therefore no grave in which sins could be
burried. I shuddered when I thought, that
in this world there was no hope of pardon
or release, but that sin was a burden men
were forever doomed to carry, for the
world was a Christless one, a world into
which He had not come.

after one lost sheep, until He found it. I
seemed to hear him say to me:
"/ bore it all for thee
What hast thou done for me?"
"It always inspired me and gave me
strength; but the picture had vanished
from its place, the spot was bare. I wondered what happened to it, until I remembered I was in a world into which He had

" W i t h a sigh of relief I escaped from
this sight of wretchedness ,and went into
my own room. But here I met new disappointments, I noticed changes had taken
place, my book shelves contained many
gaps. I got up to see what had happened.
Every commentary of the New Testament,
every life of Christ had disappeared, and
my Bible ended at Malachi. All my best
poems, Milton, Tennyson, Browning and
many others were either defaced or missing. Milton's Paradise Lost was mangled
beyond recognition. My search gave me
the clue that all poems, all prose which
lauded Christ was missing, all which would
inspire and give hope. I again remembered
that I was in a world to which He had
not come, a world without Christ.
"In anguish I turned to the wall, only to
find a picture was missing. I had over my
mantle-piece a picture that was valuable
to me, not because of its artistic value, but
because it spoke to my soul. It was a
picture of a man clothed in an eastern
garb; His raiment was torn; His feet and
hands were bleeding; His face was haggard and worn. In His arms He carried a
sheep, His worn face bent over that poor
sheep with a smile of tenderness. The
picture had written beneath it these words,
"I am the good Shepherd." As I gazed
upon it, it always was a joy, a comfort,
and inspiration to me. W h e n I grew weary
of my .work as under-shepherd, when disappointment of work was fretting me, I
used .to stand before the picture and think
how He—the Good Shepherd—would go
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the little one was in trouble, her eyes were
red and swollen with weeping. 'Please, sir,'
she said with a sob, 'Please sir, father's
very ill, and we want you to come.' 'Wait
a moment, I'll go back with you at once.'
In a few minutes I was ready, and taking
the child's hand we set out through the
night together. She was a wee-child, but
love gave her wings, and I had to walk
fast to keep up with her. 'There it is,' she
4
•i* *•+* *+•* *$* *}* »•* *J *•* *J* *$* *•+•* *$* *$* "J* *•*•* *•+* *$* *J* *•* *•* •$* "** *said,
$* *•** *$*pointing
*J* *$* *•* *+•*to
*+* a house with the lights in
the upper windows. W e went straight into
THE WONDERFUL STORY
the sick room. There lay the patient in
agony—sick unto death, his wife and chilThere was a time on earth, when all was
dark as night;
dren weeping. He turned to me and whisBut God knew what to do, and said, "Let
pered, 'Can you help?'
there be light."
"I had helped many others, in telling
According to His Word, the light began to
dawn;
them of Jesus, of His pity and power, His
The earth was clothed with grass, and trees
boundless love in helping the dying pilwith fruit thereon.
grims through the dark valley singing, and
God made the sun to shine, the moon to rule with everlasting joy upon their foreheads.
I said to the dying man's appeal, 'Yes, I
the night;
The stars He set on high, as little beacon
can help you; let me read a few verses to
lights.
you.' I felt for my N e w Testament which
God made the birds to fly and sing their
I always carried, but could not find it, for
carols sweet,
He also made the beasts, and fish within the I was in a Christless world. I tried to
speak, but what could I say. The man's
deep.
eyes were fastened upon me in mute apThen iast but not the least, when God saw peal; 'Can't you help me?' he cried. I
all was good;
He said, "Let us make man, the herbs shall could not. I sat by that bedside dumb with
a feeling of despair, for I had no Christ
be his food."
But God saw 'twas not good, that man to speak about. I could not speak of help
should be alone;
for the weak, of welcome to the sinner,
The woman then was made, and Eden was of hope of immortality because I was in a
begun.
Christless world—a world into which He
How blessed was the place, where God com- had not come. The sufferer died. I
munion had
dreamed I followed him to the grave—
With Adam and with Eve, but the next there was wild grief and lamentation. At
scene is sad:
other sad funerals, through our tears and
God had His will made plain, to Adam and
choking sobs, we could say, 'O death,
to Eve,
Of all trees they may eat, but one tree they where is thy sting? O grave, where is
shall leave.
thy victory? Thanks be to God who
giveth us the victory, through Jesus Christ
Why did they disobey and eat from off that our Lord.' But this funeral was a tragedy.
tree?
God saw the sinful act—from Eden they As I stood by the open grave, my book
of rituals did not read, 'I am the resurrecmust flee.
Thus sin passed upon all, and this was dark tion and the life.' There was no Christ,
indeed;
therefore I could not read 'Let not your
But is there not a way, from this bondage hearts be troubled. * * * In my father's
to be freed?
house are many mansions. * * * I go to
Yes, g'lory be to God, His mercy was so prepare a place for you.' There was no
great!
Christ, I could not say, 'Thanks be to God
He promised then and there, to save us who giveth us the victory.' I stood in
from our fate;
cold silence as I heard the familiar drone
So this is why we have this glorious Christof a voice saying, 'Earth to earth, ashes
mas Day,
Because our Siviour came, to bear our sins to ashes, and dust to dust.'
away.
•—Ella M. Lauver.
"And with tear-filled eyes, and great
4
*+* *+"* *+* *$* *+* *»* *•* *J* *4 *J* *+4 *"4* *$* *•*•* *«* *t* *J* *4"* *4* *8* *sobs
4* *44 *J*in*4* *my
4* *4* *throat,
$* *4* *J* *4*I awoke to find that
this cruel, pitiless, Christless world was but
not come, and in a Christless world there a dream. There was the holly, the Christwas no Good Shepherd, no one to go after mas remembrance, presents, and cards.
the lost sheep.
The Christmas chimes were singing, the
"While brooding over my loss, I heard church steeples marked the skylines, my
the bell ring. The maid entered my room books were intact, the Good Shepherd picsaying 'Please, sir, a little girl is down ture hung upon the wall, my Bible lay upstairs; she wants to see you.' I followed on my knees. I thanked God it was all
the maid. There in the dim light of the a dream, that I had an interest in that first
(Continued on page 411)
hall stood a little child, I could see that
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Brethren in Christ Church at the age of twelve
years.
In the year 1910, she took up work in the
Brethren in Christ Mission in Chicago, at
which place she labored for seven and onehalf years. Because of broken down health
she had to give up her work there and returned to the family home. She loved church
work.
She was of a quiet and loving disposition,
and her life spoke louder than her words.
Her illness, which was of long duration, was
borne with much patience, proving her faith
in God to the last.
She is survived by her mother, three brothers and three sisters: Michael F., of Chicago;
Samuel A., Mrs. Anna Hoover, Daniel E., Mrs.
Susan Zook, and Miss Katie Bert of the home
community, and a host of other relatives and
friends. Her father preceded her in death in
1921.
Funeral services were held Sunday, Nov. 25,
at the Abilene Church, conducted by Bishop
M. G. Bngle, and Elder J. E. Carlson. Text:
Rev. 14:13. Interment was in Bethel Cemetery.

for other guests, all its chambers filled, the
poorest, narrowest, and least honored place
about it has been allotted to Jesus. The
shepherds, who watched their flocks on
those Judean hills, were told by the angel,
"Ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger." In the
manifestation of God's only Begotten Son,
to the world, we have the realization that
He was real man. Listen to the words of
God's Declaration
"Ye Shall Find a Babe."
Our Christ
came in our flesh, as truly man as He was
truly God. And infinite though the mystery may be, that.is the truth which has
gathered about the Babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.
T o this humble abode came the shepherds
and there beheld wrapped in that little
bundle of human flesh (even tho they little
understood) the infinite possibilities of the
accomplishments of God's own declaration,
"On earth peace and goodwill toward
men."
The tidings of the coming of Christ,
which were first communicated to the
shepherds by the angel appointed of God,
are no longer confined to the Judean hills
nor to the period which was rendered memorable by their disclosure. They are no
longer tidings to the great mass of mankind. They are no longer new to many
millions now living; for these tidings now
have a history. And time itself has been
God's great commentator. The ages have
rolled on and with them have rolled out
of existence nations and kingdoms. They
have come and gone. But the truth of
the coming of Christ has not been rolled
away nor has it been changed, only to
grow. For we find "Jesus Christ the same
yesterday and today and forever." For
the events of human history from the moment that the shepherds came to Bethlehem to see if the tidings which were
brought to them were true, even until now
have indicated without a single doubt the
fact of
His Acclamation
As the Savior of the World. The day
in which Joseph and Mary went to the
temple of Jerusalem to present the infant
babe according to Jewish law was not
without incident. For Simeon, coming
into the temple at that very instant under
the direct guidance of the Holy Spirit, declared Him to be the Son of God. Long
had he waited for the fulfillment of God's
promise. Long had he waited for the
realization of that hope, which through
prayer and constant searching of God's
promises, had brought to him such a keen
realization of the coming of the Messiah
that the Holy Spirit revealed to him, that
he should not depart this life until he had
seen the Lord Christ.
For nineteen hundred years Christ has
(Continued on page 413)
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C L A R X - D I B E R T — O n N o v e m b e r 17, 1934,
Sr. V e s t a M. D i b e r t , of E v e r e t t , P a . , a n d B r o .
C h a l m e r s C. C l a r k , of E v e r e t t P a . , w e r e u n i t e d
in m a r r i a g e a t t h e A l t o o n a M i s s i o n a t 1:30
p. m .
The ceremony w a s performed by Eld. Herm a n G. M i l l e r in t h e p r e s e n c e of a f e w w i t nesses.

Obituaries
BERT—Mary E., eldest daughter of Jacob
H. and Fannie Page Bert, was born in Dickinson County, Kansas, Jan. 23, 1881. Departed
this life at the family home in Abilene, November 22, 1934; age 53 years, 9 months, and
29 days.
She was converted and united with the

TONCrS—James, second son of Mr. and Mrs.
Albert Tongs, Simcoe, Ontario, passed away in
Simcoe hospital, the second victim in the family of typhoid fever.
Funeral services were held Nov. 26, 1934,
in the Walsingham Church of the Brethren in
Christ Mission, conducted by the pastor, Edward Gilmore. Text: II Kings 4:26. Interment in the adjoining cemetery.
SYMENSMA—Mrs. Lydia Symensma, daughter of Daniel and Dydia Neff, was born in Jackson Township, Elkhart County, Indiana, November 18, 1861, and died at the home of her
son Roy, within a mile of the place of her
birth, on Tuesday, November 27, 1934, aged 73
years and 9 days.
In 1882 she was married to Jacob Symensma
who preceded her in death 22 years ago. Sister Symensma was a member of the Union
Grove Brethren in Christ Churrch. She was
apparently well in body and attended the communion services on Saturday night preceding
her death which was due to heart trouble.
Those surviving her a r e : 3 sons, Roy, at
home, Charles, of New Paris, and Guy, of Syracuse; 1 daughter, Mrs. Ervin Snyder, of New
Paris; a sister, Mrs Charles Snyder, of New
Paris; 4 brothers, Jacob, Daniel, and Francis
Neff, all of Milford, and Henry Neff, of Elkhart; and 2 grandchildren.
Funeral services were held at the Maple
Grove Church of the Brethren, conducted by
Vernon L,., and Cari G. Stump. Burial was made
in the adjoining cemetery. Text was Isa. 38:1.

(Continued from page 403)
of accommodation, which had been extended as far as they would go, those who
first came were first served, those who
could pay best would be best taken care
of. As they came to this inn they were
not bidden to go elsewhere nor were they
left in the streets to seek lodging on this
winter's night. But what could not be
found in the house, since nothing better
could be offered, might be found elsewhere, and so the Savior of the world
was born in a stable and cradled in a
manger.
Jesus Christ was born under the Roman
Empire and yet we find nothing in Him
imperial except the greatness of His birth.
Born under the Roman Empire, there is
nothing found in Him Roman except the
world-wide dominion of His spirit. He
was born in the first century of our era,
but He belongs as much to the nineteenth
century with its marvelous developments as
he does to the imperfections of the first.
The inn at Bethlehem was a type in
similitude to a greater or lesser degree of
every human heart for there are none but
must be constrained to own that while
our hearts have been swept and garnished
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City Missions
Altoona Mission, in charge of Eld. liennan (J, Miller and
wife, 013—4tli Ave., Altoona, Pa.
Buffalo Mission, 25 llawley St., In charge of Kid. and Sr.
Earl Itossert.
Chicago Mission, (103!) llalstead St., In charge of Sarah
Bert and workers. I'hone, Wentwortli 7122.
Dayton Mission, (101 Taylor St., In charge of liisli. W. II.
Boyer and Sr. Susie Boyer.
Philadelphia Mission, 3423 N. 2d St., Barbara Hltz, Mary
Sentz. Bell Phone, Garfield (1431.
San Francisco Mission, 473 Guerrero St., in charge of Maggie
E. Solleuberger and workers. I'hone, Hemlock 1864.
Welland Mission, 3(1 Elizabeth St., Welland, Out., in charge
of Bishop Jonathan Lyons and wife.

Rural Missions
Bethel Mission, In charge of Kid. and Sr. 1). IS. Jennings,
Sylratus, Va.
M
\ Carniel Mission, in charge of Elder 11. 1*. Ileisey and
wife, Gladwin, Mich., Star Route.
Kentucky Mission Field, in charge of Elder Albert tingle anil
wife, liarliu, Kentucky.
Houghton Mission, Ontario, in charge of Edward (lllinore anil
wife, Melius Siller, Tlllsouburg, (Inf., It. 1.

Orphanages
Messiah Oiphanaue, florin, I'a., Brother Clarence llerr. Steward
and Mister Su.sic llerr. Matron.
Mt. Carmel Home, Morrison, 111., in charge of Sr. Katie Bollinger anil workers.

Old Peoples' Home
Messiah Home, in charge of Bro. 1). I., and Sister Maitie
Graybill, 1170 Bailey St., Ilarrisburg, l'a.
This department is intended for general
church news. Concise reports of missions, revival campaigns, Bible Conferences, and definite testimonies. All reports and testimonies
must necessarily be condensed. Copy should
reach us two weeks preceding- the date of issue. Evangelistic slates will gladly be printed when furnished us in proper form.—Editor.

Evangelistic Slate
ELD. W. Ii. REIGHARD, Dallas Center, Iowa,
Box 177.
Rosebank, Kansas—December.
Locke Church, Indiana—January.
ELD. M. A. WINGER
December—Wainfleet, Ont.
Address: Wellandport, Ont., R. 1.
c. o. Bishop D. Shoalts.
January—Welland Mission
Address: 36 Elizabeth St., Welland, Ont.
c. o. Bishop J. Lyons.
ELD. E. J. BOHHEB, Evangelist.
Chestnut Grove Church, Ohio—Dec. 2.
BISH. M. L. DOKNER, Evangelist.
Brown County, Kans.—Jan. 6.
FINANCIAL REPORT OP BENEFICIARY
FTJND
For May, June, July, Aug., Sept., Oct. and
Nov., 1934.
Receipts
Balance on hand
$240.35
Donegal Dist., Blizabethtown, Pa
151.04
Carlisle S. S., Pa
39.05
A sister, Rapho Dist., Pa
90.00
John M. Landis, Mechanicsburg, Pa
1.00
General Conference offering
288.26
Juniata Dist., Pa
11.00
Red Star S. S., Leedy, Okla
14.00
Mechanicsburg S. S., P a
20.30
Rosebank Harvest Meeting, Kans
22.00
C. -J. Ulery, Springfield, Ohio
10.00
Belle Springs Church, Kans., Harvest
Meeting Offering
30.15
Harvest Meeting Offering, North Dickinson Co., Kans
32.93
Mt. Pleasant S. S., Rapho Dist., Pa
58.96
Mt. Pleasant Harvest Meeting, Rapho
Dist., Pa
68.96
Bethany S. S., Thomas, Okla
29.16
J. G. Engle, Hope, Kans
25.00
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Pairview S. S., Englewood, Ohio
24.62
Gospel Temple S. S., Des Moines, Iowa ..
3.86
Total receipts
$1,160.64
Expenditures
Paid to Beneficiaries:
May, 1934
$124.50
June,
209.50
July—including Sec. fare to Conf
138.50
August
120.50
September
200.50
October
160.50
November
140.50
Interest on Executive Board note
20.00
Check Tax
2.10
Stamps
2.37
Total
Balance on hand

$1,118.97
41.67
$1,160.64
"O, Praise the Lord, all ye nations: praise
him, all ye people. For his merciful kindness
is great toward us: and the truth of the Lord
endureth. for ever. Praise ye the Lord."
Psa. 117.
We are indeed grateful to the Lord and to
the dear ones who have contributed to the
support of the Beneficiary work during the
past seven months. Jesus said, "Blessed are
the merciful for they shall obtain mercy." I
am sure that all those who have received support from this fund appreciate what is being
done for them. May the Lord bless each one
who has given. We trust that we may continue to have your prayers and support.
At present there is not enough in the treasury to pay the next month's allowance, but
we are trusting the Lord to lay it upon someone's heart to supply the need.
—H. W. Hoke, Treas.
UPLAND, CALIFORNIA
National Prayer Day—Psa. 50:14-15. Pursuant to the call made in the Visitor, and
also by the Great Commission Prayer League,
we used the forenoon service of Nov. 25 to
this end. A spirit of supplication and expectancy seemed to be on the large assembly of
saints. Our pastor, Bro. Alvin Burkholder,
opened the service and read the call from the
Visitor and read an appropriate Scripture.
Then Bro. J. H. Byer the opening prayer—all.
standing. Next Bro. W. E. Bohen read from
I Kings 8 and Neh. 1 and told how God had
mercy when the children of Israel prayed and
even included themselves—who may have been
living righteous lives—as having sinned with
the people. Then all kneeled while Bro. J. A.
Climenhaga prayed. Following this, Bro. J. R.
Steckley read I Tim. 2:1-4 and urged the need
of praying for our rulers and government in
the U. S. and all over the world at this critical
time. Our pastor then offered prayer, all
kneeling. Then the benediction was offered by
Bro. N. T. Franklin. A few good hymns of
supplication were also sung, led by Bro. Climenhaga. The Scriptures were very fitting
and the remarks heartfelt and openly and in
secret the prayers were earnest and seemed
to cover the many needs everywhere. And
best of all we believe God did undertake and
does answer. I John 5:14-15. John 15:7.
Twentieth Annual Bible Conference—We of
Pacific coast met for this during Thanksgiving week. This is a time we always look forward to with joyful expectancy. In this one
we all had a great feast of good things. All
speakers were well prepared and the Holy
Spirit led. We are sure no one has the least
regret for the four days and nights thus
used.
First Day—At 10 o'clock a good company of
saints were there ready. Our bishop, Bro. J.
H. Wagaman, opened by referring to our conference theme, "Heaven and Earth Shall Pass
Away But My Word Shall Not Pass Away,"
Matt. 24:35, also Psa. 119:89, Psa. 138:2. He
led in prayer, earnestly asking God's blessing
on the whole conference. He then gave a
good talk on "The Meaning of Fundamentals,"
referring to seven foundation doctrines in the
Bible upon which Christian faith is built.
Then Bro. H. W. Buckwalter gave many pointed thoughts on "The Incarnaion — Virgin
Birth," very inspiring. Next Bro. J. R. Steckley spoke on "The Vicarious Suffering and
Death of Christ." Our hearts were stirred as
the scenes of Calvary were pictured to us. A
song by a mixed quartet at this time caused
tears to flow freely and also Amens and Hallelujahs. A very earnest talk on the "Holy
Spirit in the Believer," showing the different
things he does when He comes in, by Bro. Alvin
Burkholder ended the forenoon. After all eating a light meal in the basement we met again
at 2 o'clock. A paper prepared by Bro. M. E.
Bohen, on "The Organized Church," was read
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by Bro. H. R. Alderfer—after singing and
prayer in opening. The ground was well covered in a Scriptural way. This P. M. talks on the
Church and Home were being given.
The
next was a stirring message on "Loyalty to
the Church," by Bro. J. A. Climenhaga. Many
striking facts were brought out in regard to
our church. After a song by a quartette entitled "Good By to My Worldly Ambitions,"
a discussion on "Problems in the Home"
caused many deep convictions: Love between
husband and wife; obedience of children; fauli.
finding; problems of youth; the handling of
money; sex information; talking about preachers and people in the presence of children;
parents trying to deceive children; giving children work; and last but not least, the need
of keeping up of the Family Altar. A
wonderful sermon at 8 p. m. on "God's Love,"
by Bro. Geo. E. Whisler of Glendale, Calif.,
ended the day.
Second Day—After Devotional by Bro. A. L.
Eisenhower of Pasadena, Bro. Cletus Naylor
gave an exegesis on Matt 5:48. This showed
Christian perfection in God's Word. A paper
on 2 Cor. 6:14 by Bro. D. H. Rohrer was read
by Bro. B. M. Books. This showed very clearly the necessity of a child of God being separate from the world on all lives. A study of
the entire life of and Epistle to Titus was
given by Bro. J. H. Byer. Many things touching the lives of all classes of Christians were
brought out. After a song Bro. J. R. Eyster
spoke for 30 minutes on "The Tribulation."
Many Scriptures were referred to on this interesting and up-to-date topic. After dinner
Sr. Alma B. Cassel spoke very touchingly on
"Missionary Heroes of the Brethren in Christ
Church." Hearts were melted as she spoke
of many of our Pioneers of the Cross at home
and abroad. Bro. Andrew Winger spoke on
"Possibilities of Mission Work in Southern
California." He emphasized the great need of
work in the slums of Los Angeles. Bro. B.
L. Byer spoke on "Recruiting the SundaySchool." He said 75 per cent of all Sunday
School scholars are lost to the school and
church during the teen age on an average. He
gave an example of how to recruit by going
from door to door. Sr. Katie Buckwalter gave
an appeal on Sunday School Evangelism. The
salvation of the soul is the ultimate object of
Sunday school work. Bro. Geo. E. Whisler
spoke again this evening. Subject, "Service
to God." Very clear and inspiring.
Third day—Thanksgiving—At 10 a. m. the
Upland Union Thanksgiving service was held
in our church this year, the six churches joining. Our pastor acted as chairman. Pastor
Engle, of the Methodist Church, read Psa. 117
and 118. Rector Foster of the Episcopal
Church led in an humble touching prayer.
Pastor Stone of the Presbyterian Church read
the remarkable Thanksgiving proclamation of
our President. All ought to look it up and
read it. The sermon by Bro. Mandtler of the
Church of the Nazarene. Text Psa. 116:12,
"What Shall I Render Unto the Lord for All
His Benefits Toward Me?" He being born in
Russia and his father being killed by the communists, made him very thankful for America.
We ought to be the same, he said, and also
for Salvation. For the Word of God, For the
Holy Ghost, For the Church, For Heaven and
Eternity, For Prayer and that God answers us
so we love it. Bro. Hostetler of the Mennonite Church said the Benediction. Thursday
afternoon—Education—Bro. B. M. Books spoke
on "Christian Schools As a Vital Factor in the
Perpetuation of the Church." Education may
be a friend or foe to Christianity. A vigorous
administration and resourceful program are
needed to make it a power for God. Next
Bro. Arnold Hodg;in. of Huntingon Beach.
Calif., gave a stirring address of an hour on
"Promoting Spirituality in Our Christian
Schools." He used Paul's wonderful words in
I Cor 2:11-16, which apply so well to the subject. The Holy Spirit is the only true
teacher, said he, and the spiritual must always
over-balance the intellectual. This evening
was given to a program rendered by Beulah
College. A number spoke of how they thanked
God for having a chance to come to such a
good Christian school. After a short address
by the school president, Bro. H. G. Brubaker,
there was over $1,400.00 raised to support the
school this year.
Fourth day—Young People—Devotion at 10
o'clock by Fleming Haas. An address by Bro.
H. G. Brubaker on "Is the Church Dependent
On Her Youth?" was forcefully handled and
it was clearly shown that it is. "Holiness—A
Necessity for Youth," was spoken on by Leoda
Smith. Carnality must be dealt with and the
Holy Spirit come in and remain to safeguard
the young from Satan's snares, were some of
the thoughts she very earnestly expressed.
"Reasons for Rejoicing," by Arthur Climen-
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haga, was earnestly and clearly handled. Next
"How May We As Young People, Remain
Spiritual," by Donald Heer was very good.
Then "Young- People Meeting the Twentieth
Century Challenge," by Vern Zook, was a
cause for deep thought. He showed how getting a high education may become a great and
unnecessary burden. The reasoning seemed
right. Afternoon—"Gospel Team Work As 1
See It," by Paul Eppler. He gave a survey
of Gospel Team work in Southern California.
Next, "Preparation for Active Christian Service," by Elmer Eyer, was well handled. Then
followed two songs by an octette, composed
of the Ladies' Aeolian Quartette and the Victory Male Quartette. The songs were thrilling.
"Young People and Their Money," by Pearl
Alderfer. "Faith and Prayer Life for Young
People," by Everet Brown, and "Consecrated
Youth," by Emma Climenhaga. All very uplifting and inspiring, brought conference to a
close.
Love Feast—It seemed very fitting to have
this together before separating after the
precious days of fellowship in Bible Conference. Bro. B. M. Books spoke from John
13, and Bro. J. R. Steckley from John 19—very
impressive addresses. Over 200 engaged in
the ordinances once more.
"Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above."
Before closing we want to say we enjoyed
very much having many visitors with us,
especially the aged— among whom were Bro.
and Sr. A. L. Eisenhower, Bro. Harry Stauffer,
Bro. and Sr. Samuel Reichard, Bro. and Sr. Eli
Linkey, also Grandma, Mrs. B. M. Byer, who
attended eight sessions. The first day, Nov.
27, was her 94th birthday.
—Cor.
SYLVATTTS, VA.
Nov. 17, 1934.
Greetings with love and pleasure to all the
dear ones in Christ Jesus:
I am glad that I can say with Psalms 27:1,
"The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom
shall I fear, the Lord is the strength of my
life of whom shall I be afraid?"
I have felt for some time to give my testimony in the Visitor. I truly praise the Lord
for all He is to me. I praise Him for His
saving grace and for His keeping power and
that He has been so precious to me this summer. I thank and praise Jesus that He has
kept me feeling so well and happy and gives
me courage and strength to be in so many of
the good meetings. I surely did enjoy the
two weeks' revival that Bro. Jennings and Bro.
Wolgemuth held at the Christian Church just
above our home. I would go out every night
in my wheel chair. I only missed one night.
I surely praise the Lord for His mercy and
goodness that He has towards His little ones.
Oh how precious He is to me. I have often
thought of the time when I was sitting here
in my afflicted way. It was when I first met
with the Brethren in Christ people: they came
to our place and asked to pitch their tent,
which they did and held four weeks' revival.
At that time I could walk a little with some
one leading me. I began to attend and the
more I went the more I wanted to go and
right there is when I got victory in my soul
and found relief for my sin-sick soul and I
thank and praise Him today that I have never
wanted to turn back and I love the plain way
more and more. I praise Jesus that it grows
more real to me each day.
I wish to thank all the dear ones of like
precious faith for all the nice letters and little
gifts they have sent me and wish to be remembered still as I get very lonely sometimes
through the long winter days, as I can't get
out when the weather is cold. I find it hard
to answer all sometimes for I don't have the
postage, but will answer all I can and I do
appreciate receiving them. I ask the prayers
of all God's dear children that I may be found
faithful when Jesus comes, with love and may
God bless each one of His little ones and also
the dear ones that have not found the way for
surely it won't be long till Jesus Comes and
how sad if we are not awaiting His coming.
Thanking each one again, and may God bless
you. From your crippled shut-in sister in
—Faith Alice Phillips.
MT. CAKMEL MISSION REPORT
With grateful hearts, we recount the Lord's
watch-care and blessings towards us the past
four months. Tho we had a severe drouth
the earlier part of the summer and it shortened the hay and feed crop considerable, yet
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we were very thankful for the wonderful rains
that came the latter part of the summer. It
was surprising the amount of vegetables that
we had after all from our gardens and were
very thankful for the several hundred quarts
of vegetables we were able to can for winter's
use. The potato crop, too, here in Michigan
was much larger than had been anticipated,
due to those late rains. Potatoes are now selling for 40 cents per 100 pounds.
We appreciated very much the privilege of
having Srs. Anna and Elizabeth Engle with us
for two nights this summer. We had one
service here at the Mt. Carmel Mission and
the other at the Oak Grove Log Church. Their
talks were very inspirational and interesting.
I'm sure we all have a greater vision of the
great work they are doing over in Africa.
Bro. and Sr. Joel Carlson were with us in
October laboring with us in a two weeks' revival effort. We had exceptional interest and
the Lord met with us in a very gracious way.
Eight young people and children were definitely saved for which we praise the Lord. Longto be remembered will be the illustrated talks
given by Sr. Carlson, every other night or so.
These talks especially drew the young people
and children to the services.
Bro. Carlson's messages were forceful and
backed up by the power of the Holy Spirit and
many came to see their need of the savingpower of Jesus but had not the moral courage
to step out and obey their convictions.
We were greatly pleased to have a carload
of Pennsylvania friends arrive at the beginning of our revival meetings and stay with us
a week. They were: Sr. Elizabeth Kraybill,
who drove the car, Sr. Mary Sentz, Sr. Katherine Rosenberger, Miss Florence Anthony and
Mrs. Edward Murray, mother of Sr. Evelyn
Murray, who is a worker here. Their fellowship was greatly enjoyed by all and we appreciated their help in the services. Sr. Kraybill and Sr. Rosenberger donated about $15.00
Worth of groceries and provisions which we
wish to gratefully acknowledge.
Financial Report for July, Aug., Sept. and Oct.
Receipts for July
Sr. Mary Wagner, Chicago, 111
$10.00
Mt. Carmel Cong
6.93
Leatonville Cong
2.21
Oak Grove Cong
1.11 .
Total

'.
:
Expenditures

$20.25

Table Provisions
100 lbs. sugar
Inc
Gas and oil for car
Total
Receipts for Aug-ust
Fairview S. S., Ohio
Father and Mother Hoover
Mt. Carmel Cong
Leatonville Cong
Oak Grove Cong

$12.25
5.20
2.36
8.74
$28.55
$15.09
5.00
7.52
2.11
3.32

Total
Expenditures
Table Provisions
Bbl. Flour
Fruit for canningOil and gas for car
Inc

.$33.01
7.75
9.92
8.55
1.85

Total
Receipts for September
Mt. Carmel Cong
Leatonville Cong
Oak Grove Cong
Bro. and Sr. Albert Hoke, &Ohio
Total

$37.94
$ 5.84
1.00
2.77
1.00
$10.61

Expenditures

Table Provisions
F r u i t and Vegetables for canning
Telephone
Repairs, Gas and Oil for car
Inc

$ 3 25
2.98
3.00
7.06
50

Total
Receipts for October
Bish. Henry Schneider
Eld. Wm. Engle
Mr. and Mrs. Dell Green
Mt. Carmel Cong

$10.00
1.00
2.00
96

Total
Expenditures
Table Provisions
Gas and oil for car
Inc
Total
Deficit from last quarter
Expenditures for four months

$16.79

$13.06

:

$ 4.67
5.47
Ill
$11.25
$ 8.89
94.53
$103.42

December 17, 1934
Total Receipts for four months
$77.86
Deficit Nov. 1
$25.56
Special Fund for Faint for Parsonage
Received:
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Ellinger, Bcrgy, Pa
$ 2.00
Springfield S. S., Ohio
14.00
Total
$16.0!)
Total Cost
$30.00
Receipts
16.00
Balance Unpaid
$14.50
We wish to express our appreciation for 15
bu. of potatoes and other vegetables which
was given us by Bro. and Sr. Arthur Hagcr
and two loads of hay by Bro. and Sr. Geo.
Snover, also we are deeply thankful for every
offering which has been sent in and helps
make our work here possible. Will you continue to remember us in your prayers?
—H. P. Heisey and Workers.
REVIVAL SERVICES
Revival services were held at the Montgomery Church, Pa., beginning- October 28, and
continuing until November 14, conducted by
Bro. Abner Martin, of Elizabethtown.
Bro. Martin gave us Spirit-filled messages
night after night, and they were much appreciated, and brought conviction to many. Few,
however, gave heed to the Spirit's call; yet.we
are glad for other results, for one soul is
worth more than the whole world.
May the Lord richly bless our dear Brother
as he goes forth into other fields of labor.
We enjoyed having visitors from Clear
Creek and other nearby districts throughout
the meetings. May we be watching till Jesus
comes.
—Cor.
BIBLE CONFERENCE AT BETHEL, KANS.
The twenty-first annual Bible conference
was held a t the Bethel Church on November
28, 29 and 30. In spite of disagreeable weather and bad roads, the three days' program
was well attended by not only those from
nearby sister churches, but also by those from
Brown County, Kansas, Dallas Center and Des
Moines, Iowa. The both timely and spiritual
topics of the speakers brought inspiration to
the congregation and furnished a time of
feasting in the Lord and growth in the knowledge of His Word. Both Bro. and Sr. W. L.
Reighard of Dallas Center, Iowa, furnished us
with such messages as "National Call to
Prayer," "Eternal Security Examined," and
"Now—-Conformity in the Christian Life"
which dealt with vital Christian living. Other
topics were given by. local ministers.
The conference afforded spiritual uplift from
the truths of His Word.
—Cor. Irene Hoover, Detroit, Kans.
CLEARVIEW, SASK.
The Clearview Brethren and Sisters of
Canada send greetings to the
Visitor family.
At this time of the year wrhen there is hurry
and worry over Christmas gifts, Christmas
dinners and reunions, we should remember the
celebration of The King's birthday is drawingnear, and that He left His Ivory Palace, to
come to this earth, to give us joy and peace in
our souls as well as on earth. We praise God
for the gift of Love, through Jesus.
No doubt there will be lots of homes presentless this Christmas time. Lots of stockings
empty, that were hung with simple childish
faith, lots of heartaches and tears, where Santa Claus is still expected. But we have not
so learned Christ. We can have joy and peace
and good will to men. We can have great gain
in contentment. We are old-fashioned. We
still find pleasure in meeting together in prayer meeting, or in fellowship with one another,
and the joy we share is without reproach. The
time is not wasted, but we can enjoy the time
all over again, as we get home, and think on
the truth we heard.
We are somewhat isolated, yet the Lord is
very near. Our district met in a business
meeting on Nov. 13, in the afternoon at the
home of Eld. N. Climenhaga. The affairs of
the church were talked about, and Bro. Climenhaga asked to be relieved of the the work
of secretary, so Bro. Carl Barker was elected
for the work. Since Eld. Marshall Winger expects to be away for three months on work
for the Lord, Bro. Climenhaga will be all alone
in the ministry, and did not wish to have any
other work in the church. So we quite agree
with him, if he fills his office well, he will find
plenty to do. Don't you think so? We hope
you will remember our preachers, knowing
that they "that stay by the stuff" will receive
as much as they who go to fight.
Pray for Bro. Winger that his hire may be
souls. He expects to make his first stop at
Chicago, then on to eastern Canada. He took
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his wife and two youngest children with him
leaving the four oldest at home to take care of
the farm.
Sister Galager and daugtiter, Dorothy, also
two other young' men of the district- went with
them. We hope they will bring- back to us
some of the extra spreads they will enjoy
while attending- the revival meetings.
We had witn us Miss Finlay, a returned
missionary from Africa. She gave a very interesting talk about her work._
On Sunday, Nov 25th, in the" afternoon Mr.
Garrett, from Eye Brow, Sask., visited us, and
preached for us. He had been engaged in a revival effort at Kindersley, for the Free Methodists. We are glad for these holiness people
who take time to visit us. We find much to
encourage each other in the Lord.
Pray for us.
Remember all church correspondence is to
be addressed to Carl Baker, Kindersley, Sask.
—Cor.

I pity people who are living without the
Lord in their lives. They miss so much that
it is their privilege to have as they go
through life.
Your sister in His service,
Jennie Teal.

TESTIMONY

(Continued from page 407)

Stevensville Ont.
Dear readers of the Visitor:
I felt to write a few lines of my experience
to the "Visitor." When I was 12 years of age
my Christian mother passed away, but I still
had a Christian father who took a spiritual in. terest in his children having worship in the
home and taking us to church and Sunday
school and also took an interest in explainingthings to us concerning the Word of God.
I was converted at the age of 14 years.
There was a revival started at our church conducted by Eld. J. W. Hoover. It was the first
revival I ever had the privilege of attending, but always had a desire to be a Christian
from my earliest recollection. I felt that this
was an opportunity to give my heart to the
Lord. One morning as I was on my way to
school I resolved that I would be a Christian
regardless of what my schoolmates said and
such a peace came into my soul right there.
That evening in the meeting I took a public
stand for the Lord. I then felt my responsibility to live a consistent Christian life with
the Lord's help. I had no desire for worldly
things but found my enjoyment in attending
religious services.
When I was about 20 years of age the doctrine of sanctiftcation was more definitely
taught in our community and as new light
came at first I held back from accepting it but
I began to realize that I was not finding the
same enjoyment in the services as I did before
although I did not lose what the Lord had
done for me and I realized His help in many
times of test and trial.
At about 28 years of age, we were expecting Bro. J. R. Zook to come to our church to
conduct a revival service in the near future
and I knew it would mean for me to go ahead
and obey the Lord or go back and I was not
willing to go back so the only thing left for
me was to go ahead and reach out after more
of God, as my life then was not satisfactory.
The Lord brought different things to my mind
whether I would be willing to consecrate and
as I said "yes" to Him I felt so light and free.
When Bro. Zook came and upheld the deeperlife, I felt free in my soul and one Sunday
morning a sister said to me that if we could
_say "Amen" to the message the brother had
given that morning we had the experience if
we would only claim it. I then felt that I
must have it. When I got home and the tests
of life came my way I realized that I had a
new victory that I never had before. It was
so good and precious to me that I endeavored
to walk close to the Lord and be very obedient
to Him for I carried a fear of disobeying Him
lest I might get out of touch with Him and I
esteemed it a privilege to bear testimony for
Him as I had opportunity.
About 10 years later I passed through a
dark experience and I realized I did not have
victory over worrying. I then yielded myself
more fully to the Lord with a firmer trust than
I ever had before and He undertook for me
and gave me real victory over worrying and I
also lost sight of the people so that I was
more free to obey the Lord. That experience
was a real preparation to me for the test I
had the next summer when the Lord saw fit to
take my companion home to his reward and T
was left with a family of children and needed
to know the secret of leaning upon Him and T
have found Him a real Helper in time of need.
The last six years I have spent my time
lyin^ upon my bed and the Lord has been very
good to me and I want to thank the dear
brethren and sisters for the way they have
stood by me and lent a helping hand in supplying my needs during some of the severe
tests of my life and also since I have been in
this afflicted condition.
I also appreciate very much having the "Visitor" to read since I cannot get out to the
services.
The hardest test of my life now is to see mv
children not all into the fold of Jesus Christ
and bringing up their little families without
Christian influence in their homes. Will you
pray that they might yet be garnered in.
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REVIVAL CLOSES
The revival services that were held at Mechanicsburg, Pa., conducted by Rev. Henry !N.
Hostetter, closed Dec. 6th, with a full house.
We are glad to report that about twenty
souls made a start for the kingdom, mostly
our youth of the Sunday school, for whom we
had been praying. The church at this place
has been richly blessed through our brother,
and may the Lord bless his efforts as he goes
to other fields of labor.
—Cor.

If I Had N o t Come
Christmas night when David's greater son
was born. It was all so hideous, but this
turned into joy, at the assurance 'That He
had come.'
As the realization that the
vision of a Christless world, a world without Christmas, without a church, without
help to the poor, without a Shepherd,
without a cross, without a light to help us
cross the trackless moor> was but a picture, it filled my heart with renewed
thanksgiving 'That
He had come.' I
realized then that pity, sympathy, love and
hope, the things that make life glad and
beautiful were born with Christ at Bethlehem.
" W h e n the Christmas bells cast out their
gladsome peal, may they find answered
music in our soul. Christmas morning will
soon break, bright, maybe frosty and clear,
let us with the multitude go to the house
of God, and join with other voices in joy
and praise, and with the humble Shepherd,
and the wise men from the east, in Spirit
kneel at the rude manager's side and worship God's unspeakable Gift, the Babe of
Bethlehem, for He has come."
Note: The above is an analysis of The Birthday of Hope by J. D. Jones. Date and place
unknown to the writer.
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Witnessing tor Jesus
T o the Visitor family:
Greetings to you ail in Jesus' name, this
Jesus who has redeemed us from sin, and
set us into the glorious liberty of Christ
jesus. Praise His precious name. Oh, the
great love the dear Saviour has given. He
died upon the cross of Calvary, to save us
from our sins. Thus may we praise God
from whom all blessings flow. Great is
our God and greatly to be praised.
In the 148th Psalm, all things are to give
praises to the Lord, thus while the people of God are rejoicing and giving thanks
to God, may we live it and tell it, whereever we go.
"If we would win others from
woe,
Live it and tell it where ever
Send the gospel message over
Tell to every creature what
done.

sin and from
you go.
land and sea.
the Lord has

"Need we cross the sea the labor to begin,
While around us souls are dying in their sin?
Into all the world, go, preach the word of
peace;
Work, and watch, and pray, His kingdom to
increase.
. .
Give of time and talent, give of earthly store.
Send the blessed news: 'God reigns from
shore to shore.' "
M a y we continue to give thanks to God
for all things, remembering one another in
prayers. God's blessings to you all.
Yours in Christian love,
Lizzie Basehore,
Hershey, Pa.
Anxiety does not empty tomorrow of its
sorrow, but it empties today of its strength.
—Selected.
Christians
-Selected.

never meet for the last time.

Great riches cannot be gathered and kept
by any man without sin.—Selected.

• *Jt *J» »j* >J* >J+ »J+ *-J» »J* *jj* «J* *J* »J* »J» »j* »J* *j» t£+ *J* «J* *J» *J* *J* *J* *J* «J* ijt ijt »J+ »J* *J* **•» **+ *J* **-* *J» *J* »*4 »** »*4 ***
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A Christmas Wish

I

***" ^

1 ~*

WISH that I might lead to Christ's dear feet—
Those nail marked feet—
Some straying soul, some wandering one
Who has no Christmas in his heart or home.
The year has been so blank and dark,
And my devotion but a sparkf
A glimmering light, uncertain, dim.
So poor the service I have rendered Him who loves me so.
That while 1 smile this Christmas day.
And join my friends in mirth and play,
I cannot let the day depart
Without an honest look into my heart.
Be this my prayer:
O Jesus, let my earnest word be brother to my deed;
And let my uttered love to Thee be more than creed.
And when upon the threshold of another year I stand.
With joy may I stretch forth to Thee
A full and not an empty
hand.—Selected.

,•« A A A .•. A A A A A A A +
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Missionary
October at Matopo Mission
Some have burdens hard to bear,
Some have sorrows we should share;
Shall they falter and despair
For a little bit of love?"
"By the sentence of a law which has gone
forth from the Cross, he who lives to himself
is not a Christian. He has not been "created
anew in Christ Jesus" for mere self-enjoyment
or idle show—that the act might terminate in
itself. Everything in nature exists for a purpose. Even the atom of the rock has its appointed place, and its definite end. Surely man
—and, of all men, the Christian—is not
exempt from this law! What, then, is his
destiny?"
"Every part and property of his nature, and
every moment of his future existence, have
been bought—paid for with 'precious blood'—
He is to look upon himself henceforth as a
part of the cross—as bound up for life and
death in Christ's plans of mercy. The disinterestedness . . . the tenderness of Christ—
his untold solicitude for human souls, is to
live over again in his tones of entreaty, his
wrestling prayer for their salvation. . . And
if tempted to lend but a particle of his influence to any other claimant than Christ, his
reply is at hand—"I am not my own, I am
Christ's." Harris: "The Great Commission.

Remembering that Paul often restated in
his epistles the rules governing missionary
life, and knowing that a crystallization of
one's principles of action is beneficial, we
are beginning this report with a statement
of our platform in the Gospel campaign
which we are waging. W e trust it may
be a source of helpful meditation.
+

*

*

October was not a particularly eventful
month—as we see it. Yet, without doubt,
there were decisions made one way or another for eternity due to influences present
in the church services, schoolrooms, shop,
and field. W e gain our ground inch by
inch, patiently and with faith in the promises of ultimate victory.
The forms of application for government
grant have again been filled and sent in.
Pray that God may grant us favor according to His will.
One of our third year students, Jacob
Moyo, has been suffering from a distressing affliction, the seat of which seems to
be his digestive organs. Jacob has been
a faithful Christian student and we covet
your prayers for his physical and spiritual
welfare.
When, in the middle of the month, the
temperature dropped fifty degrees within
twelve hours, we shivered, especially in
our unheated classrooms. It was hard on
animals, which, because of the lack of food
at the end of the dry season, have lowered
vitality. Some of the natives lost livestock.
Oct. 11. Callers from the government
post at Fort Usher, 11 miles away.
Oct. 19—Friday evening. Public debate.
Oct. 23—Bro. and Sr. W . O. Winger,
with Bro. and Sr. Hall on their way to the

VISITOR

Department

December 17, 1934

Answers to Prayer

A F E W months ago I wrote about some
**• "Requests for Prayer," and although I
letter's new field of labor, make short stop cannot tell you today that these have all
at Matopo. (Matopo is situated practical- been answered, I am glad to be able to
ly mid-way between Mtshabezi Mission report the answers to some of them, as
and Bulawayo, and right by the main road; well as some additional answers to prayer.
thus we have opportunity to see our felThe young man who repented at a cerlow-workers when they come or go to tain school is still making progress in the
town.
Christian life.
Oct. 27, 28. Bro. and Sr. Steckley and
The boy who ran away from home was
Sr. Kreider attend an outschool baptism found and brought back and is now atand love feast service at Nsezi school.
tending school.
—Reporter.
The backslidden teacher is retracing his
steps back to Father's House for which we
It Is Still True!
do thank God.
The Christian wife of a backslidden hus"Many a time people have said to me, band is much more earnest than she used
The people in Africa are more eager to to be and attends services regularly. While
become Christians than those in America, her husband has not returned to the Lord *
are they not?' It seems to me that there is and is still very wicked, he now allows his
little difference in the people; if there is children to attend school and the oldest
any difference in the results it is because daughter was baptized recently.
of the difference in the methods employed.
The woman who had killed her neighThe missionary, as he goes to his field of bor's cat has now made her confession and
labor, is after souls. That is his business; says that everything is all right. She
it is not a side issue. It is his business seems happy.
and he makes a business of it and uses
Not long ago a young woman became
business methods. He must begin at the
very ill. Dube, the native Overseer, was
bottom and learn to know his people and
in the community at the time, so he and a
enter as far as he is able into their surlocal preacher who lives near her home
roundings and their lives. He makes a
had special prayer for her. I heard her
study of them. He knows from experience
testify later that the pain lessened imthat the salvation of these precious ones
mediately as they prayed, and she felt the
has meant much travail of soul and deaths
healing power through her body. T o God
oft. He knows that some one has 'filled
be all the glory!
up that which is behind of the afflictions
One day as we were in the spring-wagon
of Christ', in behalf of this part of the
body of Christ. He knows they have been just ready to leave a school, one of the
followed with anxious, solicitous eyes
from the very first when they were infants
.•..-..•..-..-..-.
in Christ, puny perhaps, and his heart was
Names and Addresses
made glad, but with exceeding trembling
Foreign Missionaries
lest the many pitfalls should entrap them
Africa
before their eyes were really open to see
or understand the danger. He knows some Bishop and Mrs. H. H. BULAWAYO
Brubaker, Bulawayo, South Africa,
No. 1 Fife Street.
one has shed many bitter tears over the
MATOPO
stumbling of some of these babies. He Elder and Mrs. L. B. Steckley,
Elder and Mrs. C. F. Eshelman. Elder R. H. Mann, Mrs. S. K. Doner, and Miss Lois
may now rejoice to see some grown to
Frey, Miss Mary C. Kreider, Matopo Mission, Bulawayo, So.
Rhodesia, South Africa.
manhood, as it were, in Christ and being
MTSHABEZI
divinely used of Him in saving others.
Elder and Mrs. W. 0 . Winger, Mrs. Naomi Lady, Miss Mary
"The true missionary keeps at it. It is
his central thought day after day as he
teaches these dirty, careless ones about him
to become cleanly and do their work properly, how he can lead them on to desire a
clean life and seek for it. His last thought
and prayer at night, as he lays his head
on the pillow, is for guidance as to how to
win these precious souls, and sometimes he
is led, like his Master, to spend much of
the night in prayer."

Brenaman, Miss Martha Kauffman, Miss Sadie Book, and
Miss Anna Wolgemuth, Mr. and Mrs. David B. Hall,
Mtshabezi Mission, P. B. 102 " M " , Bulawayo, So. Rhodesia,
South Africa.
WANEZI
Elder and Mrs. H. J. Frey, Wanezi Mission, Filabusi, So.
Rhodesia, South Africa.
MACHA
Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Winger, Miss Annie M. Winger, Miss
Verda Moyer, Macha Mission, Choma, N. Rhodesia, South
Africa.

SIKALONGO
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil I. Cullen, Miss Anna Eyster,
Mission, Choma, N. Rhodesia, South Africa.

Slkalongo

India

Prom the conclusion of Sr. Davidson's book:
"South and South Central Africa." Sent in by
a missionary.

SAHARSA
Saharsa, B. N. W. Ry., Dist. Bhagalpur, India, Elder and Mrs.
A. D. M. Dick, Miss B. Ella Gayman, Miss Anna M.
Steckley, Mr. and Mrs. Allen Foote.
SUPAUL
Supaul, B. N. W. Ry., Dist. Bhagalpur, India, Elder and
Mrs. Charles Engle, Miss M. Effie Rohrer.

We cannot understand life until we look
at it with God as the first premise.

Elder and Mrs. George Paulus, Grantham, Pa.
Anna R. Engle, Mt. Joy, Pa.

Home on Furlough
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mules made a sudden plunge and tore his
bridle. He soon had his bridle off and
kept on going at full speed, followed by
the other three mules, taking the wagon
and its occupants with them. The driver
was helpless as the mule without a bridle
was one of the leaders. The brake-boy
applied the brake; we all whistled (which
is the usual method of bringing mules to a
halt); and at least one passenger prayed
while she whistled. It was not long before
they slackened their pace enough for the
driver to jump out and grab the bridle of
the other lead-mule just as we were entering the bush. After returning home I related our experience, whereupon one of my
co-workers asked when that took place.
Upon being told, she said that it coincided
with the time when she had an impression
that we were in danger and had prayed for
us. W h a t a precious token of God's love
and protecting care!
There are many instances of Providential help in material things that one might
mention. I think of one school in particular that needed thatching-grass for a new
building that had been erected. The source
from which they had hoped to get grass
had been cut off. There seemed to be no
place for many miles around where grass
could be obtained and the rainy season
was fast approaching, which would mean
destruction to the new walls unless the
roof could be thatched. W e knew not
what to do, but kept on praying and soon
heard of a farm some distance away where
the locusts had not destroyed the grass.
The very next day the native manager of
that farm came along and confirmed what
we had heard. A letter was sent at once
to the European manager in Bulawago who
kindly consented for the grass to be cut
and offered the assistance of his native
manager in locating the best grass.
Many times along the way I thanked
God for relieving the oppressive heat and
rain. T o me such things do not just happen as one puts his trust in God.
And most blessed of all privileges is that
of praying for the salvation of precious
souls. You in the homeland who are coworkers with us in praying for the conversion of the Africans, will unite with us
in thanking God for those who have recently been baptized. Bro. Winger administered baptism to twenty-six precious
souls altogether at three different outschools in my district where love feasts
were held. Following is part of the testimony given by one small girl at the examination meeting for applicants: "I know
that I am not as large as the rest of you
but I'believe my heart is as large as yours
in its love to God for what He has done
for me." God grant that we may all have
a perfect heart of love towards God as
little "Flowers" felt she had.
The above applicants come from a num-
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ATTENTION
We are thankful indeed, to God and the
Church that funds are now available for
Bro. Paulus's outgoing to the India Mission
Field.
They are now planning to sail sometime
in January.
Friends of the Mission cause, desiring to
send goods to the India Mission Field should
see to it that everything is forwarded to
the Messiah Home, 1175 Bailey Street, Harrisburg, Pa., not later than Jan. 1, 1935, supplemented by sufficient money to pay for
duty and transportation at the rate of ten
cents per pound. This money should be sent
to Elder Graybill Wolgemuth, Treasurer of
the Board.
Any special cases can be arranged for by
corresponding with the Secretary of the
Board, Irvin W. Musser, Mt. Joy, Pa.
Watch f o r announcement of farewell
meeting and sailing date in next issue.

ber of different schools, including one in
Bro. Brubaker's district. Among the latter
applicants were a man and his wife who
are middle-aged. They both gave very
definite testimonies of God's saving power.
The man praised God for saving him from
beer, tobacco, witchcraft and other gross
sins. Although they have been living together for years and have a number of
children, they now want to be married by
Christian rites.
M a y W e never forget that "Prayer
changes things." W h e n we reach our
Heavenly Home we can praise God with
perfect lips for answered prayers, many of
which will only be revealed to us over
there.
Yours in the blessed hope of His coming,
SADIE BOOK.
(Continued from page 408)
been truly received and rejoiced in as a
spiritual power t and yet during this entire
period those who have really received Him
as the Son of God, who have humbled
themselves and cast themselves down before Him, allowing Him to judge them, yea
to condemn them, and also to forgive, to
cleanse and to raise them up into life, have
been relatively few. They have been the
despised and outcast of the world. Jesus
Christ has been accepted almost universally throughout the world as an external
power. He has been and is reckoned as
the greatest dynamic force in all the world.
And yet Christ as a purifieri as a Savior
from sin, the Redeemer of those who are
weak, the Emancipator of those in slavery,
Champion of the oppressed and wronged,
has been almost universally rejected
throughout the world. There are myriads
of men and women who on Christmas Day
may wear flowers, who may decorate their
homes, who may hang in their windows
beautiful wreaths in memory of Christ,
they may chant hymns in honor of Him, or
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present gifts to one another or even to the
church in celebration of the birth of Christ,
but there are few (how sad) who will
open their hearts that He might purify
them, that He might take up His dwelling
place in the inn and live out within them
the principles of His holy life and character which have so clearly distinguished
Him as "holp, harmless, undefiled, separate
from sinners, and made higher than the
heavens, as being distinctively God's only
begotten Son.
A CHRISTMAS ACROSTIC
By H. S. Brinser
All the births that e'er were known
Magnificence round one was shown:
E'en three of diverse ages there
Round HIM, their precious gifts to share;
Roving shepherds there were, too,
Yearning to see the SHEPHERD true.
Cerulean blue a bright star sprung;
Heaven s choir with melody rung;
Reign of darkness changed to light,
Its suddenness caused fear and fright;
Sweet words came from the skyey blue:
'Twas HE that came, whom prophets knew,
Man's counselor, guide, friend, e'er true;
A Savior who can life renew,
Satisfy, uplift, inspire, imbue.
To all who will, HE came to be
Omnipotent to set man free.
Altruism a note of His, may it be ours:
Loyalty, His, midst sunshine and showers;
Love not chilled by the darkest hours.
Omniscient He, the very God;
For us this flinty earth He trod.
Yielded to His holy will,
Omnipotent, He will fulfill;
Unstmtingly His grace distill.
Closet Promise: Isa. 9:6, 7.
Breakfast Motto: Psa. 116:12, 13.
Helpful Bible Readings
For the marvelous prophecy read Isaiah
7:10 to 17, and Isaiah 9:6 to 8. Read the
birth accounts of Christ in the Gospels, especially Luke 2:8 to 21, and memorize 52,
the four-fold development of life. For His
birth, kingdom, and conquest foretold, read
Micah 5:1 to 16. For a photograph of
Christ centuries before His earthly appearance, read Isaiah 53.
Other Healthful Christmas Readings:
"The Mystic Christmas" and "Christmas
Carman" by John Greenleaf Whittier. For a
picture of Christina's in Old Scotland read
the introductory to the 6th Canto of "Marmion" by Sir Walter Scott. "Christmas
Bells," "The Legend of the Cross-Bill" and
"Three Kings" by Longfellow. The beautiful carols, "Hark! The Herald Angels Sing"
and " 0 , Little Town of Bethlehem" by
Charles Wesley and Phillips Brooks respectively. Dicken's "Christmas Carol." Milton's
"Hymn to the Nativity." Irving's "Christmas Dinner" and "Christmas Day." "The
Christmas Sheaf" by Phoebe Carey. Dr.
Holland's sweet "Christmas Carol." "A
Christmas Story," by Alice Carey. Portions
of "Ben Hur" by Lew Wallace, and Talmage's "From Manger to Throne."
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Without Defiency in Him
By Addison C. Raws
"Can't Get Anything

for All I've

Got?"

S H O R T time before Christmas last
year, Lois, one of my little girls (then
about 6 years of age) came dancing into
the room where I was reading, and said,
"Daddy, what do you think? I have been
saving all my money, and so has Ruth, and
when you take us up to the city to see the
toys we are going to go shopping, and,
Daddy, I'm going to buy a nice gift for you
and one for Mother and one for Grandma
and one for William"—(and she included
I don't know how many others), "and,
Daddy, some one is going to go along with
us to show us and take care of us and
you're not going to know anything about
what I'm going to get you until Christmas
morning."
"Well," I replied, "I'm very glad to hear
that, Lois." Then, after she had rattled
again the little wooden box which she was
using as her bank, she raised the lid, and
said, "See, Daddy, all the money I've got?"
As I looked in, I counted—one, two, three,
four, five, six cents, a n d then smiled.
"They'll give me a whole lot of things for
that much money, won't they, Daddy?" and
I, rather thoughtlessly, replied, "No, Lois,
I'm afraid they won't give you anything
for that." I did not realize how it would
hurt her, else I would not have said it for
anything. W i t h something of a choke in
her voice and a little tear glistening in her
eye, she repeated the words thoughtfully,
"They won't give me anything for that?
W h y , Daddy, that's all I have and if they
won't give me anything for all I've got, how
am I going to buy a gift for you?"
I arose at once and putting my arm
around my little girl, I kissed her. As I did
so, I remembered I had a bunch of pennies
in my pocket (I usually do have; nothing
else seems to accumulate there), and as I
kissed her again, I poured all these pennies
into her bank, about twenty of them. It
had the effect of an electric shock to her
and she danced away, laughing for joy.
God had just spoken a very deep, wonderful lesson to me and I sat down again
to think of my own resources of life, which
might well be reckoned as Lois's six cents.
In the midst of my meditation, Ruth, just
a year and a half older than Lois, came
running into the room with a very odd expression on her little face, and saying,
"Daddy, how come? W h e r e did Lois get
all that money?" Then she produced a very
similar little bank and there was nothing for
me to do but hunt around, get some change
and bring up her bank balance to equal
Lois's! It was a great day for them; such
a great increase in their wealth. They
could talk of little else.

A Little That Was Much, with Love In It
As we came to the dinner table that day,
Lois, talking as usual, did not notice at first
that under her plate was a big, shining
nickel. W h e n Ruth, just across the table
from Lois, saw what had happened, she
quickly turned over her plate and found she
also had gained equally. That happened
every day; there was no chance of forgetting it for I found myself promptly 'reminded if I overlooked it, or if I were absent from home for several days, they
would let me know promptly upon my return just how much was due.
The long-looked-for day finally arrived
and we drove to Philadelphia to visit the
toy displays in the department stores.
W h e n we reached our destination, I asked,
"Now, shall we go and see the toys first
or do you want to do your shopping first?"
There was not the slightest hesitation as
together they answered, " W e want to do
our shopping first." As we stood at the
corner of Thirteenth and Market Streets,
I began to bid them good-bye. They were
going with a friend of ours to the largest
and finest Five and Ten Cent Store they
could find, and they surely looked like
business. Each of them had a tiny note
book containing their shopping list in one
hand with a pencil alongside of it and in
the other hand each carried her pocketbook containing the entire amount of her
capital, if I remember correctly about a
dollar and five cents each.
Just as they were leaving, I said, " W a i t
a minute, Daddy wouldn't want you to run
short of money while you are shopping, '
and I drew from my pocket two quarters
placing one in Ruth's pocketbook and one
in Lois's pocketbook. I think I shall never
forget the expression on the face of Ruth,
her whimsical smile and the little laugh as
I dropped in her quarter. Then she said,
"Ha! ha! Daddy wants to make sure he is
going to get his gift all right!" I kissed
them and they disappeared in that great
crowd. But as I walked up Market Street
my heart cried out, "Oh, God, is it possible it is just like that with You? You have
wanted to make sure You would get a gift
of glory from me and You have done exceedingly, abundantly above all I could ask
or think. You have bestowed Your grace
upon me with limitless measure, supplying
all my needs according to Your riches in
glory by Christ Jesus, and if I do not have
a gift for You it will not be Your fault.
That incident brought to me a new vision
of my Lord. About two hours later, I met
my little girls at Wanamaker's. They came
in loaded down with packages, a little
tired, but oh so happy. " W h a t do you
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think, Daddy," they said, "we got everything on our lists and we had some money
left over."
That wonderful morning finally arrived
and it is hard to say who was the happier,
the children or ourselves. 1 can still see
them as they opened their own packages
with one eye constantly upon us as we
opened ours, watching to see when we
would come to our gifts from them. In
that moment they dropped everything and
came to watch us. How they did watch
the very expressions of our faces as we
opened those little white packages tied
with the tiny ribbons of their own choosing.
"For I reckon that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us" (Rom. 8:18).
"Without Deficiency in Him"
And now, let me say very honestly that
of all the gifts I received that morning,
some costing possibly thirty or forty times
as much, none meant quite so much to me
or seemed so valuable as those from our
little ones. You may say, " W h y , it was
your own money which bought them." Yes,
it was, but it was their love and their desire which brought them.
As we gather about Him on that Great
Morning, will His heart be made glad by
the gift which we are now preparing for
Him? Shall we rejoice, as. we behold His
countenance and hear Him say, "Well
done, thou good and faithful servant; enter
thou into the joy of thy Lord"? It may be
that some of us will have to go to the far
ends of the earth to get that gift which He
is expecting us to bring. And how wonderful it is that the Holy Spirit has been
sent to go along with us, to safeguard us
and to help us in securing the gift which
will bring the most glory to His Name.
"That ye may be to the praise of His
Glory."
Complete in Him, a perfect Saviour at
Calvary. Complete in Him as I live, complete in Him as I walk, complete in Him as
I serve.
One of Webster's definitions for the
word "complete" is: without deficiency.
"And ye are WITHOUT
DEFICIENCY in Him!"—Christ
Life.
The industrious bee does not stop to
complain that there are so many poisonous
flowers and thorny branches in his road,
but buzzes on, selecting the honey where
he can find it, and passing quietly by the
places where it is not. There is enough in
this world to complain about and find fault
with, if men have the disposition. W e often travel on a hard and uneven road, but
with a cheerful spirit, and a heart to praise
God for His mercies, we may walk therein with comforts, and come to the end of
our journey in peace.—Dewey.
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Christian Life Bible Studies for
Young Peoples Meetings
No. 159
THE SHEPHERD OP THE SHEEP
Topic for Jan. 13, 1935
Sug. Scripture Reading: Jno. 10:1-16.
Memory verse: Jno. 10:11.
I.

Who are Shepherds?
Upon what grounds can the character spoken
of in Isa. 44:28 be termed a shepherd? For
answer turn to Dan. 6:28; 10:1; II Chron. 36:
22-23; Ezra 1:1-11.
Compare Jer. 23:1-4 and the teachings of Jesus in Jno. 21:15-17, also I Peter 5:1-3 and tell
in what manner this class are shepherds.
Who is illustrated in the following scriptures as the Shepherd? What three adjectives
can you find in these verses, describing this
Shepherd? I Pet. 5:4; Heb. 13:20; I Pet. 2:25;
Jno. 10:11; Ezek. 34:23; Zech. 13:7.
II.

The Duties of a Shepherd.
Watches over his flock by night. Lu. 2:8.
Protects from invaders. I Sam 17:34-36.
Finds Pasture for them. I Chron. 4:39-41.
Searches for them when lost or strayed.
Ezek. 34:12; Lu. 15:4-5.
Numbers them. Jer. 33:13.
Knows them. Jno. 10:14.
Goes before and leads. Ex. 3:1.
Dresses the wounded. Ezek. 34:16.
III. Spiritual Application from part II,
Either by an illustration from the Bible,
from actual life, or a promise from the Word
show how every one of these natural duties
of a shepherd are exemplified in relation with
Christ as the Shepherd and His Church as the
Sheep. If we are members of His fold, how
many of these promises and privileges can we
claim?
Examples:
Protection from invaders.
Illustration in
Job. Job 1:10.
Promise for this class. Psa. 34:7.
Finding Pasture. Rev. 7:17.
IV.

David's Description of the Great Shepherd and His Sheen. Psa. 23.
What do the pronouns, "he," • "thou," and
"thy" reflect as to the character, activities, and
accomplishments of this Shepherd as outlined
here by the Psalmist? In turn what various
blessings come to the sheep as the result of
such a Shepherd? For lack of time all these
truths cannot be developed in a practical manner, choose one or a few for this purpose as
time may permit.
V.

No. 160.
CHRIST IN EVERY DAY 1IPE
Topic for Jan. 20, 1935
Memory verse—Have every person select and
memorize a verse associated with the topic.
Let these verses be repeated for the openingScripture lesson.
I.

The Need.
As taught by Jesus. Jno. 15:4 and 5.
As illustrated in man's condition, physically.
Lu. 13:11; Acts 3:2.
As revealed in the testimony of confident
disciples. Matt. 26:31-35, 56. 58, 69-75.
As taught by Psalmist. Psa. 127:1.
Look around and see if you cannot find
some illustrations in your own community's
church life which reveals this great need.
II. A Promise Which Covers This Need.
Develop a lesson on these words.
"I"—Who is the speaker and what does it
mean to have Him with you?
"AM"—What would be the difference if this
promise read, "will be," "expect to be," or
"hope to be" instead of its present verb?
"WITH"—For the value of this preposition
compare it with the incidents in Ex. 33:1-15
and Deut. 20:1-4.
"YOU"—Personal, individual promise.
"ALWAY"—Use a contrast to illustrate this
truth. Judg. 16:20; Josh. 1:5-9.
III. Securing and Retaining.
HE DIED FOR US.—I Thess. 5:9.
Explain how this death meets the obstacle
in Isa. 59:2 in all its forms.
LIVE UNTO HIM.—II Cor. 5:15.
Don't miss the strong negative teaching connected with this t r u t h : (Should not live unto
themslves). Develop some practical truth on
our time, talent, opportunities, possessions, etc.
WITH HIM.—I Thess. 5:10.
Read this Scripture in its setting and notice
it refers to present, not future life. Compare
II Cor. 6:1.
IV. The Results.
We are
I Pet. 1:5.
In ALL things He might have the
Col. 1:18.
We are
Rom. 8:37.
We will live according to Col. 3:17.
Psa. 36:8 becomes a reality.
Ex. 33:14 is a personal realization.
Can we do less than practice I Cor. 6:20,
twenty-four HOURS IN EVERY DAY?

Additional Material.
Since the central figure in the program is
the Shepherd, any additional material that can
be secured, such as actual shepherd stories
which will throw light on this subject and help
to make it more clearly understood in all its
hardships, responsibilities and opportunities,
etc., will help in understanding more clearly
what Jesus meant when He said, "I am the
Good Shepherd."
The hymn, "There were Ninety and Nine"
could profitably be used, and with it a little
history of the song if available.

The Christian who is not an optimist is
a heretic. Surely if there be one person
who can face the future undismayed it is
he whose Gospel is Calvary and whose
ally is the invincible God of heaven and
earth who is at once our Father and the
Lord of the winds and the waves and the
stars.—Henry Alfred Porter.

The Sin of Unbelief

so mean and contemptible as to inwardly
and openly defy God and represent Him
as being untrue and not worthy to be
trusted. Folks do not usually express this
attitude towards God in words but they
show it forth in their life and conduct.

By Alfred S. Rotz
T seems profoundly strange that a man
should disbelieve God when there is
more proof of the fidelity and truthfulness
of God and in His word than there is in any
other object in the earth beneath or in the
heavens above. The unfortunate condition
is because of the depravity of the human
heart which became corrupted in the fall
of our first parents. There is nothing
more unreasonable in the world and no act

.

It is an awful thing to doubt God and
His word; it is a burning shame and a
grave misdemeanor; it is a sin so terrible
that every soul ought to exert every God
given power to drive back the monster
Unbelief. It shuts off every avenue of salvation for the soul and opens wide the
door for Satan and his emmisaries to take
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full possession of the human heart; it is so
sly in its approach and so fearful in its
consequences that every fiber of the moral
being should be arrayed against it. The
soul that dies in unbelief must take his
place among all the unbelievers of all ages
and be consigned to hell with all other
workers of iniquity to be tormented forever and forever.
Unbelief destroys both soul and body.
It is God who feeds the body and gives it
life, and it is God alone who can save the
soul. Leave God out of the question and
all is lost. A man does not need to commit murder, adultery and theft or any other
of the great crimes to be lost. Just let him
disbelieve God and reject Jesus Christ and
he will be a candidate for hell just as sure
as he is born. Jesus gave His life for the
sins of the whole world and He has said
in His word he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth
not shall be damned. Some folks seem to
think it smart to disbelieve God. But the
Bible says "The fool hath said in his
heart there is no God." There are folks
who will tell you that they believe what
they please, and what does not suit them
in the Bible they ignore and expect to
come out all right in the end. Perhaps the
rich man in hell thought that way at one
time, but in the flames of hell he was
brought face to face with the eternal truth
that "God is not mocked, and that whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also
reap." In his pain and anguish his memory was as keen as ever and no doubt he
was conscious that he was reaping the just
retribution of his sin and folly in rejecting
Jesus Christ who shed His blood that he
might be saved from the pangs of an awful
hell.
Unbelief is like a snake in the grass
which often cannot be detected until it
sinks its fangs into its victim. It is also
like a lion stealing upon its prey. It maliciously crouches under cover and suddenly
springs forth with murderous intent.
Unbelief is like tares sown among good
wheat. At first it can scarcely be detected,
but it silently winds its roots among those
of the wheat and grows up together with
it until it is well nigh impossible to separate it from the wheat. It is also like a
leaven placed in good meal. Though the
beginning is small, it will work until the
whole is leavened. It is like a destroying
worm gnawing at the root of a tree until
every vestage of life is gone in that tree.
Unbelief is the arch enemy of all mankind. It has taken to hell multiplied
thousands, and Satan is still wielding it as
a weapon with just as much skill and
alacrity as when he beguiled mother Eve
in the garden of Eden.
Unbelief breaks down every wall of defense for the Christian. W h e n unbelief enters into the heart, fellowship with God is
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broken and sin does its work. It dishonors not out of danger of snares and pitfalls,
God and reproaches the name of Jesus and the Scriptural injunction is that we
which is the sweetest name on earth.
examine ourselves and see whether we be
In our thought life it produces a rich in the faith. It is of greatest importance
soil for careless thinking and careless use that we know at all times just how the
of words. It generates disobedience to matter stands between us and God. W e
God's word and will twist the Scriptures need God's grace every day and every
into every conceivable shape to suit the hour that we may be kept sound in the
carnal mind. It produces rebellion, witch- faith, rooted and grounded in the truth
craft, treachery, impurity, hypocricy and and not be carried about by "every wind
every other sin. Unbelief makes folks of doctrine, by the sleight of men and cuncontrary, stubborn, unteachable and ob- ning craftiness whereby they lie in wait
stinate, so that they cannot be reasoned to deceive." Again, the W o r d tells us
with because they do not want to under- to take heed lest there be in any of us "an
stand the truth and do no care to retail* evil heart of unbelief, in departing from
God in their minds.
the living God."
Unbelief will leave a soul destitute of
all comfort with nothing to build from but
The best translation of the Bible is its
sinking sand and mire and clay.
translation into life.—Unknown.
Unbelief is exceedingly treacherous. T o
tamper with it or to give the least room to
it is like walking into the jaws of spiritual
death. If it is not" nipped at the first appearance it will grow marvelously and to
immense proportions. W h e n it crops out
in the midst of God's people it spreads
havoc like a wolf among a flock of sheep.

/ look on the world as a wrecked vessel. God has given me a lifeboat and said
to me, "Moody, save all you can." God
will come in judgment to this world, but
the children of God don't belong to this
world; they are in it, but not of it, like a
ship in the water; and their greatest danger
is not the opposition of the world, but their
own conformity to the world. This world
is geetting darker and darker; its ruin is
coming nearer and nearer; if you have any
friends on this wreck unsaved, you had
better lose no time in getting them off.—D.
L. Moody.
There is nothing the W e s t can give us
that we cannot do without, except Jesus.—•
Indian Editor.

Give Books For Christmas

Unbelief has been the besetting sin
through all the ages of the history of man.
It seems to be a universal weakness among
all classes; and in these last days especially, it crops out almost anywhere and
everywhere; and sometimes where we least
expect it, and even among those many
times who are looked up to as great
spiritual leaders.
Unbelief gets into the public press, into
our school books and religious magazines
and even sometimes into the pulpits of
some of our churches, and also finds its
way into our homes by way of the radio
and the phonograph.
Unbelief is so prevalent in these last
days that in every walk of life Satan's
cmmisaries are found endeavoring to destroy the faith of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Almost at every turn of the road, as it
were, we are antagonized with the spirit
of unbelief. False teachings abound on'
every hand and only those who are trusting in the merits of the shed blood of Jesus
Christ will be able to stand.
•In the midst of all the darkness that has
come upon this world because of unbelief
there is still bright hope for all who will
know the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. There is a refuge to
which all may flee, and that refuge is found
in God and in His well beloved Son who
has said, "I. am the way, the truth and the
life;'
In view of the fact that unbelief is on
every hand and that Satan is busily engaged in sowing his nasty tares among
the wheat it behooves every one of us to
be alert and watchful unto prayer. Even
those who have been long on the way are
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